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 Inside This Issue: 
We mark the Centenary of a Railroad Icon, our own 

Grand Central Terminal right here in New York City. 

Learn about its history and its influence on our toy 

trains. Also we have some thoughts regarding dealing 

with Hurricane Sandy’s aftermath. Long Island Sounds 

is back; see what is happening out east. Stu Rankin 

muses on the METCA shows and the future. So… grab a 

cup of coffee, thumb through and enjoy! 

Coming in the next Waybill: 
Don Fisher tells us about the relationship between Toy 

Trains and the Railroad Museum of Long Island. We 

will have some updates on METCA events ~ More 

details on our first-ever METCA college scholarship~ 

we gear up for the 2015 convention, articles from 

MIGS? Oh Yes!  

Asking for your help!  
 …This is your Waybill Folks! We want to hear from 

our MIGS about what they are doing it this hobby. Send 

us some news, a photo(s), or a story. I want to see your 

name in the byline! Send your info to me at 

laskowsl@optonline.net     

On The Cover: 
Grand Central Terminal celebrated its 100

th
 birthday on 

February 2
nd

, 2013. It has had a continuing influence on 

toy trains. It was the model for the famous Lionel 

numbers 115 and 116 large city stations. Visit the station 

during its birthday year. The “Parade of Trains” event 

will take place at Grand Central Terminal during 

National Train Day weekend this coming May.  

http://www.metca.org/
http://clint@clintjefferies.com/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/METCA/
mailto:KidsClub@metca.org
mailto:Secretary%20@metca.org
http://www.tcamembers.org/membership/application.pdf
http://www.metca.org/html_files/metca_application_2010.pdf
mailto:jluppino@traincollectors.org
http://www.traincollectors.org/
mailto:laskowsl@optonline.net
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Welcome to the first issue of the Waybill for 2013.  I hope that you have had a happy new year, so far.  

There is much to talk about.  Please look for us at the local Greenberg Train Shows in the area.  

Greenberg has generously provided us with a table to promote the TCA and METCA.  We were in 

Queens NY in February.  A lot of people were happy to see METCA “out east”.  We will also be at the 

Greenberg show in Edison, NJ in March. Come see us and the METCA table. 

I have received numerous questions regarding METCA Train Shows for 2013.  As of now, we have 

nothing scheduled.  The locations in Howard Beach and Freeport remain in use for Sandy relief. For 

quite some time, we have been asking for additional volunteers to step forward to take over running our train shows in NY 

and NJ.    While we have a potential offer of help for a show in NJ, we are still searching for someone or a group to 

handle a show in NY.  METCA can provide the start-up funding and get an insurance 

certificate for you.  We even have the experience of running shows that we’ll share 

with you so you won’t have to learn everything yourself.  However, your BOD is 

spread thin enough and we cannot undertake running train shows without the help of 

YOU!!! It’s your chance MIGs to step up and have some fun also. 

Later this year we will be having elections for Officers and Directors 

for the 2014-2015 term.  Please consider stepping up to serve YOUR 

Division. 

Registration is now open for this year’s TCA National 

Convention in St. Louis.  I’m going.  Please join me there 

and get first hand insight into what we can expect when WE 

host the convention in 2015, plus have a great time.  Register online at:  http://www.tca59.org/ 

 
Welcome to the Spring 2013 Waybill. February marks the Centenary of Grand Central Terminal, a 

railroad gem right here in METCA territory and we have a  story about it, its influence on toy trains 

and some planned events at the terminal. Visit this gem! We have some updates on METCA shows, 

and some general information on Insurance considerations in the aftermath of “SANDY”. Long 

Island Sounds is back with news and a lot of happenings at LI clubs. The Kids club has an active plan 

this spring; two Night at the Museum events and we can use your help. Details are inside. Also, we had our 

annual banquet which was a fun event .A report on the Banquet and some photos from the event are 

included. Make your plans to attend the 2013 Banquet. The next Waybill will have a column on Layout building so let’s 

have some stories and photos of what our readers are doing on their layouts this past fall and winter. Are you inspired? In 

the meantime, enjoy this edition of the Waybill. I hope you like it.   

 
METCA’s Scholarship Program is in full swing for 2013! The Committee convened and it was decided that the subject of 

our first $500.00 scholarship essay will be “The Importance of Preserving Toy Train History”. Candidates must be any 

current high school Senior who plans to attend an accredited college, university, or other school beyond high school on or 

before September, 2013; is a METCA Member In Good Standing (MIGS), or has a parent, guardian or grandparent who is 

a METCA MIGS (please note that METCA MIGS are also current with TCA national dues). Forms are on our website, 

www.metca.org . Good luck to ALL applicants!  ~Scot Kienzlen, Scholarship Committee Chair. 

http://www.tca59.org/
http://www.metca.org/


 4 

The 2015 Convention is well underway with the first event being a convention 

committee meeting that took place on January 30, 2013 at the office of METCA 

President Stu Rankin in New York City.  All committees were explored with emphasis 

on Trips and Tours.  That report, focusing on (20) different venues were given by 

Committee Chair Fred Hunt.  All his committee's ideas were well received which will 

guarantee our visitors a large selection of choices. These choices encompass both trips 

into New York City, New Jersey and Pennsylvania.  

Our next committee meeting will be in April 2013. Please remember that there is still 

more spaces available to serve on the various committees.  Remember, this is a BIG 

DEAL, a really BIG DEAL.  Be a part of it!          Don Brill, Convention Chairman  

We asked Timothy R Maier 92-35605 for some general thoughts on METCA Migs insurance concerns following 

Hurricane Sandy. He has provided the following information for your consideration: 

 

As the recent super storm Sandy and other weather events have highlighted, the issue of insuring against water 

damage to a train collection can be difficult. Many insurance contracts such as Homeowner policies and the National 

Flood Insurance Program policies have explicit limitations and exclusions when it comes to water damage caused by 

ground or surface water infiltrating a home plus limitations and exclusions on special items such as fine arts and 

collections. Many insurance policies do not cover water damage to contents in areas of the home at or below the grade 

of the ground.  

The TCA Collectors insurance policy does not exclude losses caused by flooding no matter where the collection is 

located in a member’s home, including the basement, or at any other location where the collection might be located. 

Aside from the normal covered occurrences such as fire, theft, vandalism, storm damage and even accidental breakage 

the TCA Collection insurance includes coverage for water damage to the collection regardless of the water source. In 

fact water damage claims are one of the more common losses paid to members of the TCA who take advantage of the 

TCA Collectors insurance program. The recent super storm resulted in claims paid due to flooding and storm surge 

along with those paid due to wind losses. 

It is recommended that a person check his or her insurance policies carefully to determine not only the extent of 

instances which are covered but also any limitations that exist to belongings such as jewelry, fine arts and collections 

of any type. Insurance policies have specific language that spell out what is and as not included for coverage. Special 

programs such as the TCA’s Collection insurance can assist a person in filling the gaps that develop between what is 

covered by a standard type of insurance policy and what a person needs who is involved in a hobby such as collecting 

and operating toy trains. 

For more information feel free to visit www.jabash.com or call 1-800-654-2256. 

 

By: Timothy R Maier 92-35605.   

 

Updates on Long Island METCA shows--------Please note that the locations and facilities used to host the Howard 

Beach and Freeport shows are still in use in supporting Hurricane Sandy relief efforts. As a result it remains uncertain 

as to when these shows may resume. Please note that we are looking for MIGS to help organize and run these shows. 

Now’s a good time to step forward and learn what’s involved.  

  

 

 

  

http://www.jabash.com/
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One hundred years ago, on Feb. 2, 1913, Grand Central 

Terminal officially opened to the public, after 10 years of 

construction, costing more than $2 billion in today’s dollars. 

William Wilgus, the New York Central’s Chief Engineer 

envisioned the terminal after an accident in which a morning 

local from White Plains had slammed into the rear car of a 

Danbury, Conn., train stopped on the tracks of the Park 

Avenue Tunnel, killing 15 passengers. Wilgus recommended 

that Grand Central replace steam locomotives with electric 

trains in an expanded terminal. Electric motors produced 

fewer noxious fumes and no smoke or steam, making 

subterranean tracks feasible. The depot could expand on the 

same footprint accommodating trains at platforms on two 

levels, the lower for suburban commuters and the upper for long-distance trains. By 1906, the first electric locomotive 

traveled through the Park Avenue Tunnel from Highbridge in the Bronx on Sept. 30, 1906. The 2,200-horsepower electric 

locomotives could accelerate a train to 40 mph; multiple-unit suburban trains could hit 52 mph. The New York Central 

took great pride in their all-electric terminal  

After electrification, Wilgus embarked on building a terminal without inconveniencing passengers on the railroad’s 

hundreds of daily long-haul and commuter trains. He devised an ingenious construction strategy. Demolishing existing 

structures, excavating rock and dirt 90 feet deep for the bi-level platforms and utilities, razing the mammoth train shed and 

building the new terminal would proceed in longitudinal steps one section at a time and proceeding from east to west. 

Construction would take 10 years. Building Grand Central was a gargantuan undertaking. Steam shovels excavated 3.2 

million cubic yards of earth and rock to a depth of 45 feet to accommodate the subterranean train yards, bi-level platforms 

and utilities as deep as 10 stories. The daily construction and demolition debris was about 1,000 cubic yards and filled 

nearly 300 railway dump cars. The lower tracks were 40 feet below street level and sprouted “a submerged forest” of steel 

girders. Construction required 118,597 tons of steel to create the superstructure and 33 miles of track. Up to 10,000 

workers were assigned to the site and worked around the clock. While Pennsylvania Station opened earlier in 1910, it 

could not compare to Grand Central in magnitude. Pennsylvania Station and its yards spanned 28 acres had 16 miles of 

track that fed 21 tracks serving 11 platforms. Grand Central covered 70 acres with 32 miles of track, 67 tracks and 44 

platforms. Grand Central used twice the masonry and steel that Penn Station did. Fifteen hundred columns were installed 

to support the street-level deck and the buildings that would rise on it. The terminal alone cost $43 million to build in 

1913 with the entire project setting the Central back about $80 million. On opening day, New York Central Railroad 

officials estimated that by 4 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 2, 1913, more than 150,000 people had visited the terminal since 

midnight. The first train departure was the Boston Express No. 2, at 12:01 a.m. The first arrival was a local on the Harlem 

line.  

Grand Central influenced toy train making from the beginning. No other project could be thought of as a “state-of-the art” 

technological advancement on such a grand scale, and it was to become the basis for some of the early electric trains that 

Lionel and others produced. Even before it was finished, Lionel introduced electric style locomotives in Standard Gauge, 

the 30 series based on the New York Central’s S class locomotives of the time. These were lettered for both the New York 

Central and the New Haven since that railroad also used Grand Central.  When O gauge was first produced, it too had the 

150 series of electric locomotives also based on the S class engines.  In the 1920’s or the Classic period, the S class 

prototype continued to influence Lionel products. The 250 series of O gauge engines followed the S Class locomotives, 

sporting the small pantographs as did the prototype, The 253 was made to look more like a New Haven engine. In the 

Standard Gauge line, Lionel now offered the 318, 402 and 408 electrics, 

all of which 

followed the 

New York 

central 

prototype. 
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The façade of the terminal is thought to be the prototype of Lionel’s series of Large City stations which all were engraved 

with the name “Lionel City” They were marvelous additions to any train enthusiasts layout in those days and perhaps even 

in the present. These stations were offered in the Lionel line from 1931 through 1942, with the Number 115 station being 

carried over into the early years of the postwar period. The stations were offered in two sizes, standard like the #115 and 

large like the #116 with the latter having double windows in the front and being about 8 inches wider. Two color 

combinations were produced, early which was a Cream color with Green trim and a Mohave base and late which was a 

White station with Red trim and base. The stations were equipped with several levels of operating features, basic with 

interior illumination, upgraded with front wall lamps, and the highest level which included an electrical train stop and start 

feature. Lionel also offered the #129 terrace accessory which was a raised platform to accept the station, had a wide 

staircase leading up to the terrace, illuminated lamps mounted on a perimeter fence and landscape plots on either side. It 

was about 32 inches wide and when equipped with a city station, it really gives a feel of a Grand Central Station on the 

toy train layout.   

When Grand Central was finally finished, it was hailed as “a monument, a civic center, or, if one will, a city.” It was 

thought to be not only the greatest station in the United States, but the greatest station, of any type, in the world.” Grand 

Central was billed as the first great “stair less” station, one in which the flow of passengers was sped by gently sloping 

ramps that were tested out at various grades and ultimately designed to accommodate everyone from infirm travelers, to 

toddlers at a mother’s side, to the man laden down with baggage, to the women trailing a long and preposterous train. The 

flow would now empty from 32 upper-level and 17 lower-level platforms into a main concourse measuring 275 feet long, 

120 feet wide and 125 feet high and flanked by 90-foot-high transparent walls that were punctuated by glass walkways 

connecting the terminal’s corner offices. Its concave ceiling created a view of the heavens from Aquarius to Cancer in an 

October sky, 2,500 stars, 59 of them illuminated and intersected by two broad golden bands representing the ecliptic and 

the Equator. The ceiling designs were developed by J. Monroe Hewlett and executed largely by Charles Basing and his 

associates. As many as 50 painters under Basing’s direction worked to ensure that there was no variation in color tone. 

Lunette windows were ornamented with plaster reliefs of winged locomotive wheels, foliage branches symbolizing 

transportation, clouds and a caduceus, a staff usually entwined with serpents and surrounded by wings, typically carried 

by heralds.  

A century later, journalist and novelist Tom Wolfe would write: “Every big city had a railroad station with grand — to the 

point of glorious — classical architecture — dazzled and intimidated, the great architects of Greece and Rome would have 

averted their eyes — featuring every sort of dome, soaring ceiling, king-size column, royal cornice, lordly echo — thanks 

to the immense volume of the spaces — and the miles of marble, marble, marble — but the grandest, most glorious of all, 

by far, was Grand Central Station.”  

Who would disagree!!   If you have a Lionel City station on your layout, surely the same thoughts race through your mind 

when admiring it. Make it a point to visit Grand Central during its centenary year. During National Train day weekend in 

May, the “Parade of Trains” pageant will once again take place and would be a great time to visit.  We are indeed 

fortunate to have this transportation marvel with us and in our METCA region!  
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Historically, the first two weekends in December are “Holiday Open House Time” at the Railroad Museum of Long Island.  We 

invite our patrons to visit the Museums free of charge at this time and we regale them with cookies, hot cider and hot chocolate. 

Our spaces are decorated for the holidays and Santa, that Jolly Ol’ Elf, is on hand to hear the wishes of all good little boys and 

girls!  And of course, there are toy trains running to delight our many visitors. 

  

 

This year, Santa, arriving by MOW Speeder, visited Greenport on December 1 and 2 and Riverhead on December 8 and 9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Riverhead RMLI will open for the 2013 season on Saturday, April 6 

10:00 AM.  In partnership with the Metropolitan Division Train 

Collectors Association, (METCA), RMLI will host “A Night at the 

Museum” the evening of opening day.  From 4:00 PM to 9:00 PM we 

invite a maximum of twenty students, eight to fourteen years old, to 

the Museum to introduce them and their parents or guardians to the 

basic skills and joy of model railroading with a focus on safety and 

local railroad education.  A pizza dinner will be served and subjects 

ranging from railroad safety, toy train history, scenery building and 

layout electricity will be covered.  Each student will leave the program 

with his or her own scenic diorama.  Admission to this program is 

$20.00 per student and they must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.  

First come first served registration may be directed to Steve Musso at 

stevejmjr@aol.com   

 

 Greenport RMLI will open on Saturday, May 25 at 11:00 AM.  For 2013 

we are pleased to announce an exhibit of watercolors, oils, acrylics and 

photographs of railroad subjects by Long Island Artists Featured artists in 

this season’s exhibit include Mr. Lou Mallard, Mr. George Wybenga and 

Mr. Bob Hauschild.  To complement the fine art RMLI will also exhibit 

hand crafted trains in wood, paper Mache and card stock build by Long 

Island Artisans.   

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Desktop/stevejmjr@aol.com
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The Railroad Museum of Long Island begins their season on April 6

th
 at the Riverhead location, Home of the Lionel 

Visitors Center Layout, and May 25
th  

  at the Greenport location Please plan a visit to the Museum sites this year to 

experience the history and excitement of railroading on Long Island.   Please visit RMLI’s website at www.rmli.org for 

information and friend RMLI on Facebook for the latest breaking news from Museum. If you would like to volunteer to 

operate trains this season, please e-mail Don Fisher to sign up at dfisher@rmli.us 

 

Well open house season is done for 2012. If you visited Long Island clubs this season you were treated to some great 

layouts and railroading. At The Nassau Lionel Operating Engineers, scenic work at the Layout’s South end continues 

including restoration of a historic roundhouse, a heritage celebration!  NLOE also held its traditional Open House for club 

members including METCA on Friday Feb 1
st
. It was a fun evening and I hope you were able to come out that evening.  

Train Masters of Babylon also held a club member open house, on Saturday afternoon, February16th. Another great event 

and hopefully MIGS made it out to their location.  

 

We have some sad news and some good news. Both Trainmasters of Babylon and Central Operating Lines report that they 

must move from their present locations. The sad news is that the marvelous layouts of both these clubs will be no more as 

most moves require demolition of existing layouts. Simply they are just too large to relocate. The good news is that both 

TMB and COL have secured new locations that are improved over the previous locations and offer the opportunity to 

build even larger and improved layouts, incorporating many of the great structures and scenic details from previous 

layouts, new additions, improved track plans and perhaps better set up to accommodate the latest in command control tech 

such as Legacy and DCS as well as enhanced conventional running. 

 

TMB will be moving to a new location in Farmingdale NY Right off Route 110 just south of the Long Island Expressway 

at exit 49.  The club has yet to decide on layout plans but the two design options which were displayed at the February 

16
th
 club member event are being considered. The new space will be 4400 Sq-ft. TMB expects to commence tearing its 

layout down sometime during spring 2013. Here are some views in the final days at the Layout. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Operating Lines has relocated its clubroom to 50 A 

Carlough Avenue, Bohemia New York, about a mile south 

of the Ronkonkoma location. It is convenient to Route 454, 

Veterans Highway off Johnson Avenue just south of the 

entrance to Long Island MacArthur airport. Their old 

layout has been dismantled and the club is well underway 

with construction of benchwork and tables while the layout 

track planning committee is finalizing the track plan. We 

say so long to the Layout with the last run, a Caboose hop. 

 

Both of these clubs could use your help in their new layout 

projects so consider becoming a member and get involved 

with layout construction.  

http://www.rmli.org/
mailto:dfisher@rmli.us
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Night at The Museum Events…….…..   Do you have train club members with children or grandchildren 

between the age of 8 and 14 years old?  Do you think those children or grandchildren would like to attend an evening of 

hands-on model train activities mixed in with some full size train "training" as well?  Here's the chance with two events 

co-hosted by METCA. . . 

 

The Railroad Museum of Long Island in Riverhead, NY in the same room as the Lionel Visitor Center Layout 

http://www.rmli.us/RMLI/Welcome.html.and the Metropolitan Division Train Collectors Association are teaming up to 

present "A Night at the Museum" at RMLI's Riverhead Museum site, 416 Griffing Avenue, Riverhead  NY on 

Saturday April 6, 2013 - (snow date April 13) - from 4PM to 9PM. Attendance is LIMITED to twenty children 8 - 14 

years old.  The child must be accompanied by an adult parent or guardian.  Registration is $20.00 for the youth; the adult 

comes along for FREE!  

 

The New Jersey Highrailers club in Paterson, NJ with the Largest 3-Rail layout in the United States 

http://www.njhirailers.com/  and the Metropolitan Division Train Collectors Association will team up to present "A Night 

at the Museum" at the NJ HiRailers club in Paterson on Saturday April 27
th  . 

 Check the website http://www.metca.org    

and click Kids Club for more details. 

 

Kids who sign up for one of the locations will learn skills for building  a train layout from making the table to adding 

track, wiring, adding buildings, lights and trees The club and METCA members will be teaching the kids all the different 

aspects of this great hobby. Learn how to make or add to your home layouts. Sign up @ http://www.metca.org   

 

TCA “Cuboose” Presentation to Kids.…….…..   Last fall, National made 

available to the division a number of “Cuboose” stuffed animals for presentation to children. 

The Board of Directors solicited recommendations and selected two 

Children’s hospitals as recipients. The presentations were made in 

December before Christmas.  Steve Musso was able to get to The 

Stonybrook Children's Hospital on Long Island. The hospital 

mentioned that they had not received many stuffed animals which 

surprised them so they were very grateful for the “Cuboose” Bears. 

Ms. Brooke Rose of the Child Life group which is a support staff for 

the children accepted the Bears for the children in the hospital 

 

Ben Fioriello Visited the Morgan Stanley Children’s 

hospital in New York City and presented the “Cuboose”” 

bears for the children there in early December. The bears 

were presented to Ms. Tara De Marco who is responsible for accepting and 

managing all toy donations going to the hospital. Ben presented her with the two 

cases of bears.METCA is very proud to have helped to make holidays in the hospital 

a more happy occasion for some deserving youngsters. Thanks to you both Ben and 

Steve. 

 

Kids Club Raffle Drawing.…….…..  During 2012, The Kid’s Club at 

METCA sold chances for a LIONEL Pennsylvania Flyer train set. This set was 

graciously donated by LIONEL LLC and thanks go out to Mr. Joe Fea of LIONEL 

LLC at their New York City Office. The Railroad Museum of Long Island kindly 

offered to host the winning ticket drawing at their Day with Santa at the Riverhead 

NY location on December 8
th

. Our original plans for the drawing at Howard Beach 

were derailed by Hurricane Sandy. The winner of the train set was Mr. Joe Mancusi. 

Joe’s daughters certainly enjoyed their new LIONEL Train set this Christmas.  

http://www.rmli.us/RMLI/Welcome.html
http://www.njhirailers.com/
http://www.metca.org/
http://www.metca.org/
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 Our 2012 Banquet was scheduled for early November 2012.  

Mother Nature had different plans for us.  She sent Sandy our 

way which forced us to have to reschedule our banquet to early 

January 2013.  As they say … all good things come to those who 

wait.  What a “good thing” our 2012 banquet was.  We were 

very lucky to have wonderful hosts Ben Fioriello and Larry 

Laskowski and we were even luckier to have an awesome venue; 

the NJ Hi-Railers.  The NJ Hi-Railers opened their arms to our 

members and offered delicious food and the use of their 

incredible layout to us.  THANK YOU, NJ Hi-Railers. 

 

The evening started with EVERYONE getting a free surprise gift upon their entry.  We started by remembering some of 

our recently departed members.  This is always a reality check that allows us to appreciate the evening even more.  After 

that, folks had the time to stroll around the huge layout, run their own trains or use some from the NJ Hi-Railers members, 

or just have conversations with other fellow members.  One of the highlights of our banquets is always the Chinese 

auction.  This is always fun because you get an arm’s length of tickets for one low price and your chances of winning are 

great because we have such a large number of prizes and a relatively small group of members.  Before eating dinner, 

everyone had the chance to participate in the Chinese auction. Vinnie, John, and the smiling kitchen crew served us an 

absolutely wonderful dinner.  Of course, it was the most complete meal that you could ever imagine.  We started with 

salad and dinner rolls.  Then we moved on to the main course.  There was a variety of hot entrees and in such quantity that 

everyone was encouraged to go back for seconds.  If anyone still had room in their stomachs, this was all followed up by a 

sweet and tasty desert.  Oh yeah, beverages, lots of beverages … some icy cold and some steamy hot.  

After dinner, we gave away multiple prizes for FREE to each table.  This was a lot of fun because of the random manner 

in which we gave the prizes away.  Everyone had a great laugh.  Finally came the moment everyone was waiting for.  We 

gave the “last call” for tickets for the Chinese auction, and then we started pulling tickets and giving away prizes.  To be 

honest, if you weren’t there you have no idea how generous many people in our area were.  Suffice it to say, if you 

donated something to us, then here’s a heartfelt THANK YOU.  As the auction was drawing to a close (no pun intended), 

the surprises kept on coming.  The coup de gras was after all the prizes were awarded, Ben Fioriello brought out 1 more 

surprise.  We took ALL of the tickets from all the jars from the auction and put them all together.  We pulled out 1 ticket.  

That person got one of the 150 Rheingold Beer TOFC's that Weaver made exclusively for the NJ Hi-Railers.  Thank you 

very much.  Please join us at our next banquet.  You’re sure to go home satisfied, in more ways than one.   

 
 

Marty Horning……METCA celebrates the life of Marty 

Horning. Marty left us temporally on February 9
th

, 2013.He was one 

kind, giving and generous person to everyone in his life.  To his family, 

he was the best husband, best friend and best dad ever. To us in 

METCA and our families and to model railroaders and the NJ Hi-

Railers, it seemed like he was also our best friend and dad. Marty 

wasn’t always a Train Guy. In fact, Mat his son told us how he co-erced 

him into the hobby by being a three year old kid who loved trains. Mat 

and his dad cultivated that hobby over the years at home, at train shows 

and building layouts. Isn’t that the way it is supposed to be in a family?   

 

About 11 years ago, Marty and Mat’s uncle Bernie purchased the new building in Paterson and it had an extra room. Mat 

heard that the Northwest Jersey Hi-Railers had lost their storage space. Unbeknown to his dad, an 11 year old Mat offered 

them the space to store their modular layout. When Marty learned that Mat had offered the space, he kept Mat’s promise 

and allowed them to store the modular sections in that room. The NJ Hi-Railers were born! 

 

 Marty loved that layout and the folks that built it and the folks that come to see it and all the folks and kids that love 

trains. He always greeted you like an old friend with joy and happiness. I think he knew everyone in this hobby. Marty 

had a good heart! We love you Marty because of who you are!! God Bless and keep you! 
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I was at our own TCA National Toy Train Museum last October.  I’m really impressed 

with the facility and it isn’t that far away from where we live.  It is the jewel that 

separates us from most other toy train clubs.  Have you visited it?  If not, please do so on 

your next trip to York.  With the help of Jane Boyce, here are some thoughts about the 

museum and why I feel we should all care about it.  We are the only toy train collecting 

organization that actually has its own museum, which truly is a feather in our cap.  That 

shows the public that we’re serious about our hobby and that we’re eager to share it with 

them.  Right about now you might be thinking to yourself “yeah, but why should *I* care 

about the Museum?”  I could go on here with endless lists of the dozens of valuable trains 

and memorabilia that resides in our Museum.  This, in itself, is reason enough for many to 

consider this collection worth supporting.  But I honestly feel it is deeper than this. 

As you know, the Museum holds the records and personal trains and related items that have belonged to many of our 

longtime members and some who are no longer with us.  When I go through the museum, I don’t see just trains. I see the 

history of this hobby and the many personalities who have brought it to where it is today.  When I close my eyes, I can 

almost hear the animated conversations of Ward Kimball, Lou Redman, and many others.  This museum is not only a 

wonderful repository of train memorabilia, but also the history of the PEOPLE who make up the membership of the Train 

Collectors Association itself, and further – the train collecting hobby. 

Why then, is this so important?  Folks, if we are ever able to capture the hearts of future collectors, we must be able to 

personalize the hobby and, most importantly, we must be willing to share it. It’s not just an old engine, it’s *Lou’s* 

favorite engine.  It’s not just an old caboose, it’s *Ward’s* most valuable caboose. Yes, these gentlemen did have an 

impact on not only this association, but the hobby itself – and -- YOU do, too.  Surely, there are many, many trains whose 

nameless owners have long been forgotten.  But, these mementoes of their youth keep their memories, this hobby, and the 

TCA alive. 

When children visit the museum (and adults for that matter), it is critical that they see beyond the colorful engines, and the 

detailed layouts.  It is important that they see the 60,000+ PEOPLE who have at one time or another been a member of the 

TCA and how they have influenced the hobby. Our membership, in fact, gives this museum life … and that includes 

YOU.  Everyone in the TCA plays an important role in the Museum and this hobby.  So, even though you may never be 

able to physically visit our beautiful Museum, rest assured that a piece of YOU is there.  And, as long as YOU love this 

hobby and care about toy trains, like I do, YOU will always be a part of the Museum.  Sometimes it about more than the 

trains themselves.  Sometimes it’s about the PEOPLE.    

 

Paul Di Natale……METCA celebrates the life of Paul Di Natale. 

Paul joined the TCA in 1995. It didn’t take Paul long to get involved in 

helping the Division and TCA. Paul served METCA in various 

capacities thru the years. He was elected a Member of the METCA 

Board of Directors in 2003 and served in that capacity until his election 

to Secretary / Treasurer in 2006.  At the end of Paul’s two year term of 

Secretary / Treasurer METCA was growing and the BOD decided to 

create separate positions for Secretary and Treasurer. Paul once again 

stepped up and was elected Treasurer for the 2008 – 2009 term.  

I met Paul in 2007 when he took a table at METCA’s first train show in 

New York. He took a table at subsequent shows, although he had to 

give up the Treasurer position due to eye surgery. Paul gave much of himself to METCA and was part of the team that 

brought METCA back and moved it forward. Paul loved the hobby and took great delight in sharing his love of trains with 

the children. In the photo, Paul is sharing his hobby with his Grandchildren. He will be missed. Once again the METCA 

BOD offers our condolences to Marie and the family.                              ~Bob Amling METCA Secretary TCA # 15029 
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Paterson N.J…..METCA held its annual Banquet at the New Jersey Hi-Railers Headquarters and Layout. If you 

were there you know what a great time you had. For those that missed it, all we have are some photos for you to peruse.  

Sorry no prizes or wonderful tastes on this page. Perhaps you are inspired to come to the 2013 Banquet! Don’t Miss It! 

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chef Vinnie, John and Merrill welcome you! Valley Panorama 

Refinery  Coal on the Silk City Rails 

Layouts and Hospitality The Prez speaks-Guests are focused! 
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We have received here at METCA, the following note from Ms. Carol R. McGinnis, the President of the Train Collectors 

Association in regards to a collection which the Toy Train Museum has received. We thought it would be of interest to 

our METCA membership. 

AUCTION ANNOUNCEMENT – MULTIPLE AUCTIONS TO BE HELD 

Two weeks ago TCA was very fortunate to be the recipient of a large donation of 

trains from the estate of a long-time member, 73-6084.  The will of this member 

very generously specified that TCA was to be the recipient of these items. The 

items were reviewed by the Education and Museum Committee and many items 

were selected to be included in our museum displays.  There were many items 

chosen which include a Mickey Mouse Handcar, a Santa Handcar, a Lionel Girls 

Train, and a Mickey Mouse Circus Train set, in addition to several rare cars, 

enhancements to the early TCA convention cars, and a decent amount of running 

stock.  These will give the museum a good opportunity to enhance displays and 

change things around.   TCA has a 

core group of people, who 

understand the needs of the 

National Toy Train Museum 

(NTTM), and who spent hours searching through the trains and 

designating those that meet the criteria of the NTTM mission statement.  

The other items that do not help fulfill the mission of the NTTM, or would 

duplicate items already in our collection, have been designated for auction. 

These items, coupled with train and paper materials already set aside, 

warrant three auctions.  The trains and paper included in each of these 

auctions will focus a separate facet of our hobby.   The auctions will be 

held over the next four months.  

The first auction will be held on April 17, 2013 from 9 am to 2 pm at the NTTM.  This will be a part of the York 

Wednesday activities.  This auction will have 1000 lots, with two auction rings running simultaneously.  One will focus 

on trains which will be prewar/tinplate/and modern.  The second will be paper which will be 

newsletters/catalogs/magazines/and slides.  

A second auction will be on May 18, 2013 at the Lynfield Fire House, 1077 Main St, 

Linfield, PA 19468.  This auction will have 300-400 lots, one ring and will focus on 

postwar Lionel. 

The third auction will be on June 1, 2013 at the Lynfield Fire House or Shady Maple, 129 

Toddy Dr., East Earl, PA 17519.  This auction will have 300-400 lots, one ring and will 

focus on mixed trains. 

Money acquired from these three auctions will be divided between the National Toy Train 

Museum, the Toy Train Reference Library, and the Endowment Fund.  

For more information on including TCA in your Will or Bequest, please contact Jane Boyce at the National Business 

Office. 

Yours, 

Carol R. McGinnis 

TCA President 



 
    www.rmli.org 

 

The Railroad Museum of Long Island 
 

In partnership with the 
 

Metropolitan Division TCA  (METCA) 
presents 

A Night at the Museum… 
on 

Saturday, April 6, from 4:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
416 Griffing Avenue 
Riverhead, New York 
 

Program includes: 
 

 Materials to build your very own model 
diorama 

 

 Pizza dinner served at the Museum! 
 

 Ride on the historic 1964 -1965 
World’s Fair LIRR Park Train 

 

 Learn how to make trees and scenery 
for your own railroad layout 

 

 Tour the Historic Lionel Layout from 
Chesterfield, Michigan 

 

 Learn how to wire your own train 
layout for best operation 

 

 Learn from accomplished METCA and 
RMLI members and volunteers 

 

 Learn safety around railroads and 
trains, tools and model train electrics 

 
Who Should Attend? 

 

Children ages 8 to 14, accompanied by an 
adult, interested to learn more about model 
railroading and the history of railroading 
on Long Island!   

 

 
 

Children 8 - 14 years:  $20.00 
Accompanying adult:  FREE 

 
ONLY 20 seats available for children! 
 

 
Reserve early . . . . . . . . . go to: 

http://www.metca.org/kids-club.shtml 
 
 

 
 

Opens for the 2013 season  
at Riverhead 

From 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
beginning 

Saturday, April 6, 2013 


