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Train Collector’s Association Application 
http://www.tcamembers.org/membership/application.pdf  
   

Metropolitan Division (METCA) Application 
http://www.metca.org/html_files/metca_application_2010.pdf 
   

Train Collectors Association National Officers     

President~ Paul Edgar 

President- elect~ Carol McGinnis 

Vice-President~ Robert J. Obara 

Secretary~ Christie Wilson 

Treasurer~ William J. Kotek 

Operations Manager~ John V. Luppino 

jluppino@traincollectors.org 
 

TCA National Website 

http://www.traincollectors.org/   
 

The views expressed by the contributors to this publication are 

their own and not necessarily those of the Waybill editor or of 

the Train Collectors Association.       

      
 

 

 
 

 Inside This Issue: 
President Stu Rankin has a few things to say in his 

“Coffee with Stu” item. Don Brill updates us on the 

2015 Convention plans and check out what’s going 

on at the METCA Kids Club. Plus, we have a new 

show venue in 2012; registration inside. So… grab 

a cup of coffee, thumb through and enjoy! 

Coming in the next Waybill: 
Report from the all new Arlington Meet.~ 

Details on our first-ever METCA college 

scholarship~ We gear up for the 2015 convention~ 

and articles from MIGS? 

With Sincere Thanks and Appreciation  
 …to Scot Kienzlen who has served so well as 

editor of your METCA Waybill. Scot is a tough act 

to follow but I will do my best. With your help we 

should succeed. If you have a story for the Waybill, 

send it to me at laskowsl@optonline.net        

On The Cover: 
Why it’s Bob Amling’s Howard Beach Surprise, 

The Long Island Traction Society’s modular layout. 

Yes these folks run their trolleys just like the 

prototype from the energized overhead wire. See 

the action on the inside ~ and be sure to check out 

OTHER photos and get MORE information about 

upcoming METCA activities at www.metca.org  
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The above heading says “Coffee with Stu”.  So, what’s that all about?  Keep reading and you’ll find out.  However, first 

let me start by saying THANK YOU to all of you, our members, who voted in the METCA election 

last fall.  I deeply appreciate your votes and I feel honored to be the new METCA President. 

Before I get into what I hope to accomplish during my term, I need to acknowledge those who helped 

get us to where we are.  I’d like to thank our Immediate Past President, Scot Kienzlen, for his 

enthusiastic energy, guidance, and friendship.  Also, although Kevin Quinn is no longer a 

Director, he continues to represent METCA at area train shows and is doing a great job of 

member recruitment.  Additionally, I hope you join me in congratulating those members of 

the BOD that were reelected plus the new members of the BOD, Steve, Ben, and Larry.  

Welcome guys!!!  To those returning BOD members I offer heartfelt thanks for continuing what we started. 

Now, back to the topic of where this Division is going.  If the first few months of 2012 are any indication, then the future 

is clear.  Without beating a dead horse, we need to get younger generations exposed to this wonderful hobby of ours.  I am 

thrilled that not only do we have a Chairman for the METCA Kids Club, but we actually have Co-Chairman.  Steve 

Musso and Mark Ranzie have agreed to head one of the most important committees within METCA, and it’s one that’s 

been dormant for far too long.  In addition to train races at our Howard Beach show, Mark was instrumental in working 

with Lionel to secure a donation from them.  In support of our revitalized Kids Club program, Lionel donated a 

Pennsylvania Flyer ready to run train set.  At the end of 2012, this set will be given away to a child.  Kids become eligible 

to win this set by attending and participating in one of Kids Club events.  Our first stand alone event is coming in April.  

There are details about it elsewhere in this issue. 

Another important topic that I’ll be getting my hands around is the Standards Committee.  I’m going to be streamlining 

this committee down to a core of individuals that actively support and participate in promoting TCA’s Standards in 

METCA’s name.  Look for the Standards Committee Member signs at our train shows as well as our display of the 

Guidelines on Pre-War, Postwar, Paper/Boxes, and Reproductions.  This has already begun. 

Finally, one of the most important events in METCA’s history is right around the corner and that’s the 2015 National 

Convention.  Look for an update on this from our Chairman Don Brill, elsewhere in this issue.  Please, please, please, we 

can’t do this alone.  We need your help.  Let Don know what you’re capable of, either in desire, skill or time, and he’ll put 

you in touch with the right person who’s handling that for our convention. 

Oh yeah, about that “Coffee with Stu” thing … it all started in 2005.  I met Scot Kienzlen when I 

purchased a pair of Lionel Nickel Plate Road Gondolas from him.  To complete the transaction, he and I 

met in NJ Transits Hoboken Terminal.  Although I was just passing through on my way to my office, he 

was working there.  Well, we made a pretty regular habit of getting together in the morning and chatting 

about trains while he had Coffee with Stu.  Therefore, for the next 2 years, the former Presidents 

Perspective column will now be titled Coffee with Stu. 

And now, a few words from your new Waybill Editor, Larry Laskowski …

 

… Welcome to the Spring 2012 Waybill. Here’s what’s happening at METCA! Starting with this issue, you 

can expect regular updates on the 2015 National convention which we are hosting and METCA’s initiative 
with the Kid’s club activities. Both are great areas for you to be involved with METCA. Call Don Brill or 
Steve Musso to help out!  Going forward, I plan some changes to make this your Waybill. Please consider 

submitting articles that we can include in the Waybill which you feel would be enjoyed by our MIGS. How 
about items for a collector’s corner page? It could be about an item or series of items in your collection, or 

what have you. Perhaps Joe Mania can give us a short story about “Conventional Classics “equipment and 

sets. A second column might focus on Layout building. So tell us about the layout you are building or have built or would like 
to build, send photos and let’s share with fellow MIGS. I would love to see your article with photos here on these pages.  Send 

it to me at laskowsl@optonline.net. In the meantime, enjoy this edition of the Waybill. I hope you like it. Let me know!!  

 

mailto:laskowsl@optonline.net
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METCA KIDS CLUB  
METCA is happy to announce its first KIDS CLUB DAY. It will be at the Central Operating Lines Club at 90 Raynor Avenue, 

Ronkonkoma NY 11779 on April 14, 2012 from 10AM till 2PM.  

You must be a member of the Train Collectors Association KIDS CLUB to attend.  It’s easy and FREE to join.  Just go to 

http://www.tcamembers.org/kids/join.htm and fill out the form (or use the one below). 

TRAIN DRAG RACES! -Bring your own Engine or use ours 

A Treasure Hunt! and More! 

We will have Train Races, a Treasure Hunt (bring your own train or run ours), a Lionel Pennsylvania Flyer train set raffle ($ 1.00 

per ticket) to be raffled off at the November Metca Howard beach show,  Free Lionel Catalogs and more.  

Please RSVP to KidsClub@metca.org no later than April 7.  Please include the name(s) and age(s) of the children attending. 

The METCA Kids Club also is working on some more special events just for Kids Club members at different locations. Check the 

next METCA Waybill or our website www.metca.org for updates. 

The METCA Kids Club has been running Train races at our Meets and now we will be running them at the Greenberg Train Show 

in Edison NJ on March 31. (Go to www.greenbergshows.com  for more information) and the Railroad Festival at the Railroad 

Museum of Long Island (Go to www.rmli.us for more information). 

Kids Club Registration Form 
Membership in the TCA Kids Club is free to children under age eighteen. 

Children must be sponsored by a TCA member in good standing 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY and mail to: TCA Kids Club, PO Box 248, Strasburg, PA 17579 

 

Name ___________________________________________________ Date of Birth ______/______/______  

Address ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________ State _______________ Zip Code ______________ 

Email Address of Parent____________________________________________________________________  

Sponsor Name ___________________________________________________________________________  

TCA No. ________________________________ Phone No. __________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tcamembers.org/kids/join.htm
mailto:KidsClub@metca.org
http://www.metca.org/
http://www.greenbergshows.com/
http://www.rmli.us/


5 

 

 

As you know, the METCA Division is the host of the 2015 TCA National Convention to be held in the Doubletree 

Hotel and the adjacent Garden State Convention Center in Somerset, N.J. Convention dates are June 20-28, 2015. It's a 

BIG DEAL, a really BIG DEAL! The deposits have been paid and we are under contract at both locations.   

  

Some may wonder what's it all about?  Why do we need it?  To answer these questions is relatively simple  

 It provides the opportunity for members and their families around the country and world to attend a 

convention and to visit specific areas of the country not normally seen. 

 Gives members exposure to a variety of trains not normally seen at Division or Chapter meets; many members 

hold special items for conventions  

 It gives sponsoring Divisions/Chapters an opportunity to build membership prior to the convention  

 It brings to different areas the annual meeting of the Board of Directors  

 It provides for member participation in the affairs of the Association at the annual Membership Meeting  

 It strengthens the Association through added time for fellowship and family participation 

 It gives you the opportunity to add something new to your collection   

 It gives the opportunity for public exposure to train collecting. 

  

Conventions have been going on every year since 1954 the founding of TCA 

National.  Some Divisions have sponsored multiple conventions.  The 

METCA Division has never before sponsored a National Convention and we are 

long overdue!  It's now our time to shine and we need your help, many hands mean 

less work, whether it be for a couple of hours, a day, multiple days or the 

week. There is much preparation.  

  

I am happy to report that as of January 2012 the convention committee chairmen are 

in place and we will now be adding to their respective committees.  

Want to volunteer, contact me at 973-361-0723 or ernabuck39@verizon.net .  

Don Brill TCA 73-5930 

Convention Chairman 

 

The last E-Waybill had an extra page of content. Going forward this could be the norm; where we have more content 

than will fit on 8 pages. In the future other special features may also be added to the E-Waybill. If you still wish to 

receive the Waybill in print version, then there is an additional charge of $5.00 per year if your renewal is received by 

April 1st 2012. After April 1st, the charge for a print version Waybill is $10. Paying this charge ahead has advantages, 

because you will avoid any increases caused by increased printing costs.  

All METCA membership cards have been mailed. If you have not received yours, please contact 

secretary@metca.org Payments should be made in check 

form payable to METCA and mailed to: 

METCA Secretary  

2023 Coyle St Brooklyn, NY 11229-4013 

Any questions may be directed to me at 

secretary@metca.org or by phone 718-541-8619. 

Bob Amling, METCA Secretary 

METCA Secretary 

2023 Coyle St 

Brooklyn, NY 11229-4013 

http://us.mc845.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=ernabuck39@verizon.net
javascript:main.compose('new','t=secretary@metca.org')
javascript:main.compose('new','t=secretary@metca.org')
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The METCA Howard Beach Show is a great family affair! At this last show we had John and 

Patricia Belpanno on the door, with 
Kevin and Renee Quinn “manning” the 

METCA table while selling Hudson 

Raffle tickets and Red ticket raffles. 

Mark, Michelle, Amanda and Nick 
Ranzie ran the METCA Kids Club Drag 

Races, handled signups for the TCA Kids 

Club, and sold chances for the METCA 

Kids Club Raffle. The grand prize is a 
Lionel Pennsylvania Flyer set that was 

donated by Lionel to the METCA Kids 

Club. Thank You Lionel!  

Anthony and Tyler pictured in photo with Mark Ranzie, Drag Race creator and Kids Club 
Coordinator, took home the Grand Champion and 1st place prizes from the drag races. The mid-

heat winners took home ribbons with METCA logos. The kids always have a good time as seen in 

the photos; so be sure to bring your kids or grandkids to the next show!  

We promised a surprise for the Howard Beach Meet and yes we did have one! The Long Island 
Traction Society provided a module operation of trolleys “under the wire”. Their display was 

smaller than anticipated due to some of their members being skittish about the threatened weather 

that never materialized. Nevertheless it was quite interesting how they travel with the wire intact. 

The supports telescope down into the table; so when they first unpack the modules the wire is at 
track level. They have many different and interesting car models including PCCs which ran in 

Newark NJ and Brooklyn NY 

 

The TCA Standards Committee was well represented at the show and METCA President Stu 

Rankin provided a slide presentation about TCA Standards. This presentation is required viewing 

for Standards Committee members and good information for every TCA member The 773 Hudson 

was won by Fred Hunt with ticket number 11. Fred declined the Hudson and will take the $500 
cash prize. Watch for the Hudson to reappear on METCA rails soon! With the exception of the 

Traction Society pictures, John Rossi provided the pictures of the show. The Traction Society 

pictures were provided by Doug Diamond. 
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The Holiday season is well behind us now. Our Long Island clubs had a busy schedule of open house events with many 

METCA and train loving visitors visiting the layouts and all the trains. I am always amazed at the number of children that we 

see at these shows. It’s like when you were young and your folks took you to Macy’s and other department store layouts, the 

Lionel Showroom on E. 26
th
 Street and the Gilbert Hall of Science at 5

th
 Ave and Broadway. I hope Santa left the kids a train 

under the tree. Speaking of Santa, He was at an event which LITTLE, Long Island Toy Train Engineers, run trains for the 

(CAST) Community Action Southold Town. LITTLE’s George Faeth reports that this is a Christmas Party for less fortunate 

children in our community.  LITTLE is planning additional participation in these 

types of events so that all of our 

youngsters can enjoy the fun of toy 

trains. By the way, Santa left some 

photos for us to enjoy. Hope all had a 

great Holiday. 

 

Springtime for our clubs means 

working on the layout with those 

planned improvements. However, 

Nassau Lionel Operating Engineers, 

NLOE has another open house 

planned for you. NLOE reports rising attendance at its open houses and they will be having their second annual Spring Open 

House. The dates and times are Friday March 23rd, 8 to 10 P.M, Saturday March 24th, 1 to 4 P.M. and Sunday March 25th 1 to 

4 P.M.  Please visit their web site www.nloe.org for additional information about the NLOE club Better yet, please visit their 

club for this event and enjoy NLOE’s hospitality and the layout and trains of course. Springtime also means that the Railroad 

Museum of Long Island, RMLI along with the Lionel Visitors center layout will be opening for your enjoyment. The museum 

opens on April 14 from 10 till 4. It will be open Saturdays only until Memorial Day weekend when it opens Sat & Sun through 

the summer at the same hours. Remember that the Museum has a 2 day Railfest the last weekend in August with trains, exhibits, 

vendors, music and food at its Riverhead Location. There is even a LIRR connecting train service that will transport you to the 

Museum's location in Greenport and back to finish up at Railfest in Riverhead. More about Railfest in the next Waybill  

 
NLOE hosted its annual open house for clubs on Friday evening January 20

th
. Three years ago the club came up with the idea of 

having an open house for fellow train club members only. It was felt this would be a great way to exchange ideas, socialize with 

people who share our hobby no matter what scale they operate, and make known to our fellow hobbyists know that NLOE  was 

up and running again after having to vacate their  previous home. Bob notes the club is happy to say this tradition has spread to 

other clubs. Soft drinks, coffee, tea and a generous assortment of desserts are served. They also invite guests to run their train on 

the layout which is 

Lionel Legacy equipped 

and has 90 inch radius 

curves. Invited were the 

following: Trainmasters 

of Babylon, Central 

Operating lines, St 

James Model Railroad 

Club, New Jersey 

Highrailers, METCA, 

The long Island Live 

Steamers, The Rockville Center Model Railroad Club (HO) and The West Island Model Railroad Club (HO). Approximately 75 

people attended and a good time was had by all with the last guests leaving just before midnight. NLOE is celebrating their 

30th Anniversary as a club. To commemorate this they recently offered a Long Island Railroad ALCO C420 Diesel for sale. The 

engine is produced by Lionel and is Legacy equipped. The engine was very well received. 

  

http://www.nloe.org/
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Upcoming METCA Events~ Be Part of Them! 
Brand new METCA Show…CHECK IT OUT APRIL 29, 
2012   MT. ARLINGTON, NJ SHOW 

30 tables only Table Reservations ONLY! 30 tables only 

PLEASE NOTE THE REDUCED PRICES! WE $AVE SO YOU $AVE! 
Please reserve ____ 8’ table(s) at the ALL NEW April 29

th
  Mt. Arlington, NJ Show @ $20.00 each (admission incl.) $_______ 

YES! I want to GET a 4th 8’ Table for FREE!       NEED ELECTRICITY? (Limited accommodations, please circle)       Yes        
No 
                                                                                                      Total of Check or Money Order: Payable to METCA     $ _______ 
Name: __________________________________________________   Phone (required)    (_______) ______________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________  City__________________________  State______  Zip_____________ 

Email Address_________________________________________TCA# (required)______________________ 

                               Complete this PRE ~ REGISTRATION coupon; please return with check and L.S.S.A.E. to: 
   METCA Show, c/o Scot Kienzlen 605 East Vail Rd. Landing NJ 07850  trainbud@optonline.net  973-945-1401 
TCA Standards Statement: I agree to comply with all of the rules and regulations of the Train Collector’s Association (TCA) and its Divisions and Chap ters in effect from time to time, specifically 
including all the rules and regulations of all TCA committees and any actions and rulings of all TCA Committees. I also agree that all items sold by me to any TCA member or at any TCA sponsored 
meet shall be sold on the basis that I represent all  such items are authentic and in the manufacturer’s original condition unless I have caused item to be appropriately marked as a restoration or 

reproduction.   
DIRECTIONS TO THE EVENT WILL BE PROVIDED UPON RECEIPT OF YOUR PAID REGISTRATION                                        

                                                      

Clinton Station Diner ….5th Summer Mini-Meet 

AUGUST 18, 2012 Jutland, NJ SHOW 
Space Reservations ONLY! First paid first reserved! Sorry No Drive up Registration please! 


Please reserve ____ 7’x15’space(s) at the Clinton Station Diner Mini-Meet Jutland N.J.Show @ $20.00 ea. $_______ 

                                                                                                      Total of Check or Money Order: Payable to METCA     $ _______ 
Name: __________________________________________________   Phone (required)    (_______) ______________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________  City__________________________  State______  Zip_____________ 

Email Address_________________________________________TCA# (required)______________________ 

                               Complete this PRE ~ REGISTRATION coupon; please return with check and L.S.S.A.E. to: 
   METCA Show, c/o Don Brill 39 Sixth Street Dover, NJ 07801.   (973) 361-0723, ernabuck39@verizon.net 
TCA Standards Statement: I agree to comply with all of the rules and regulations of the Train Collector’s Association (TCA) and its Divisions and Chapters in effect from time to time, specifically 
including all the rules and regulations of all TCA committees and any actions and rulings of all TCA Committees. I also agree that all items sold by me to any TCA member or at any TCA sponsored 
meet shall be sold on the basis that I represent all  such items are authentic and in the manufacturer’s original condition unless I have caused item to be appropriately marked as a restoration or 

reproduction.   

           

November 17, 2012 HOWARD BEACH NY show     
                       Table Reservations ONLY!  

 
Please reserve ___ 8’ tables at the November 17 2012 Howard Beach NY Show @ $25.00 each (admission included) $_______ 

YES! I want to GET a 4th 8’ Table for FREE!                     Total of Check or Money Order: Payable to METCA     $ _______ 
Name: __________________________________________________   Phone (required)    (_____)  ______________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________  City__________________________  State______ Zip_____________ 

Email Address________________________________________TCA# (required)___________________ 
                               Complete this PRE ~ REGISTRATION coupon; please return with check and L.S.S.A.E. to: 

   METCA Show, c/o Bob Amling 2023 Coyle Street, Brooklyn, NY 11229-4013 nyshows@metca.org 718-541-8619 
TCA Standards Statement: I agree to comply with all of the rules and regulations of the Train Collector’s Association (TCA) and its Divisions and Chapters in effect from time to time, specifically including 
all the rules and regulations of all TCA committees and any actions and rulings of all TCA Committees. I also agree that all items sold by me to any TCA member or at any TCA sponsored meet shall be sold 
on the basis that I represent all  such items are authentic and in the manufacturer’s original condition unless I have caused item to be appropriately marked as a restoration or reproduction.                    

__ Get all the latest METCA info by visiting the website: www.metca.org 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:trainbud@optonline.net
mailto:ernabuck39@verizon.net
http://www.metca.org/
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MIGS on the hunt!! So Many Trains… So little money!! 

The Doctor is in!! 

And they’re off!! 

The luck of the draw!! 

It’s a tie!! 


