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 Inside This Issue: 
Part 2 of the Lionel Prewar #42 rebuild, Larry and the 
Long Island Sound.  Details on the 2015 TCA Convention 
hosted by METCA and much more!  

Coming in the next Waybill: 
Highlights from the 2015 TCA Convention hosted by 
METCA. Part 3 of the Lionel # 42 restoration. Answer to 
abandoned in METCA as well as the next mystery 
location. 

Asking for your help!  
 …This is your Waybill Folks! We want to hear from our 
MIGS about what they are doing it this hobby. Send us 
news, a photo(s), or a story. I want to see your name in 
the byline! Send your info to eusdesa@yahoo.com  

On The Cover: 
The El train in the NY Bowery District near Grand Street. 
Circa 1880’s 
 
Credit: Jake Gallagher 
http://www.acontinuouslean.com/2014/02/11/clanking
-locomotives-bowery-ave-el-train/ 
 
Answer to Abandoned in METCA’s previous cover: 
Old train station in Jersey City NJ 
(Credit: Andrew Bacha) 
 
Source: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/andrewjbacha/6803838
780/  

http://www.metca.org/
http://clint@clintjefferies.com/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/METCA/
mailto:KidsClub@metca.org
mailto:Secretary@metca.org
http://www.tcamembers.org/membership/application.pdf
http://www.metca.org/documents/application.pdf
http://www.traincollectors.org/
http://www.acontinuouslean.com/2014/02/11/clanking-locomotives-bowery-ave-el-train/
http://www.acontinuouslean.com/2014/02/11/clanking-locomotives-bowery-ave-el-train/


3 
 

Coffee With Stu 
 

 
 

What an interesting world we live in.  The opportunity to learn new things and make new friends is as 
abundant as the number of minutes in a day.  The TCA has been a great source of both of those things 
for me, but more of the later than the former.  I’ve made great friends on the METCA Board of Directors.  
I’ve made great friends working on the upcoming 2015 National Convention.  Specifically, the 
Convention Committee is an amalgamation of a bunch of guys who had never heard of each other 
before we each put our hand up and said “I’m willing to help; what do you need me to do.”  We’ve 
worked together and supported each other.  Hard work, yes; rewarding; we’ll be happy to reflect back 
on it; memorable; without a doubt.  Now my circle of friends is larger and my life is richer because of the 
volunteers working to make the 2015 Convention a reality.  To those guys (you know who you are), I say 
THANK YOU for the opportunity to meet you and go through this side-by-side.  To everyone else, you 
have no idea what you’re missing by standing on the sidelines; undiscovered friends are passing you by. 

 
CONVENTION UPDATE 

 
Years and years of planning have led up to the start of the 2015 National Convention on June 20.  
PLEASE join us so you don’t miss this once in a lifetime opportunity.  I’m not exaggerating.  To benefit 
from all the hard work that’s been done for you, please register for and attend the Convention.  Go to 
www.TCAconvention.org to sign up.  There are many things to do that even “locals” will find exciting.  
For example, never again will you find an entire ship full of only TCA members taking a dinner cruise 
around Manhattan at night.  Sound good?  Tour #16, the Dinner Cruise, is what you want to sign up for.  
Other goodies await you, but only if you register for the Convention. 
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METCA at Worlds Greatest Hobby       Kevin Quinn 

On behalf of METCA I would like to thank everybody who stopped by the METCA table to show 
support for the division, the convention and TCA. We had hundreds of people stop by to say 
hello, talk trains, talk 2015 TCA convention or join the organization. It was great to meet new 
people and introduce them to TCA as well as seeing many friends from the hobby. The table 
was mainly there to promote the 2015 convention but became a gathering place for many 
hobbyists and newcomers to partake in the METCA experience. Since we started doing the 
METCA table in 2008 this particular table has been our best yet, 160 square feet of METCA 
materials, 2015 convention info, TCA publications and trains. We had a great location at the 
entrance so everybody had to walk by us, besides you could not miss our new orange and blue 
table covers. We stood out and received many compliments and thanks for us being 
there. Enough talk, here are some pictures documenting the event. Hope to see everybody in 
June at the convention.  
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Even Lenny the Lion stopped by to say hello 

 

 

What a great display showing the METCA Mint cars! The wow factor seeing these all together in 
one place is quite impressive. 
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A big round of applause to everyone from METCA that made this happen. Well done as always! 
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LONG ISLAND SOUNDS 
                                 Larry Laskowski 

 
 
Long Island Clubs are ready for the TCA Convention Tours and visitors. Club members are making final preparations for 
TCA visitors. Here is the latest news so you can know what to expect on the tour. Are you ready to visit folks? 
 

At the Trainmasters of Babylon club, Steve Scagnelli 
reports that The TMB club has been busy with enabling and 
perfecting Lionel Legacy operations, which is now working 
very well. The club has finalized the design on adding a 
logging line and has commenced cutting wood for the sub 
road bed. Finally several members are progressing on scenery 
areas. The long curved trestle from the previous layout has 
been incorporated into the new layout. It is a wonderful 
feature to be seen on the tour They are looking forward to our 
June 26 TCA visit and will be scheduling an open house 
weekend for June 20/21, great for early bird conventioneers 
planning to visit 120 Schmitt Blvd. Farmingdale NY. Check 
TMB’s website www.tmbmodeltrainclub.com                         

 
Central Operating Lines is busy with preparations for the tour. Four mainlines 
and an Elevated subway are operating. The engine yard and turntable and 
roundhouse are in operation as well. There are some great animated scenic 
features for you to see at their new layout at 50A Carlough Road in Bohemia NY, 
just off Johnson Ave and South of the Long Island MacArthur airport. There are 
many spectacular attractions, scenes and details. Check out the new barn and farm 
in this neat pastoral scene. The narrow gauge line is operating in a great mountain 
terrain vista. A New York City Elevated rapid transit train plies through a typical 
NYC urban scene. See the new layout and don’t forget to bring the family! Check 
COL”s website www.coltrains.com for more info and directions.  

 
Bob Trnka tells us that the Nassau Lionel Operating Engineers 
are busy preparing their layout and the facility for the June TCA 
Convention visit. The layout room has been given a fresh coat of 
light blue paint and they are in the process of painting the floors. 
The South Town is progressing well with the business district 
95% completed. Here, lots of train passengers are at the Union 
Station. In addition the harbor area and round house areas are in 
work. In conjunction with the TCA convention NLOE will be 
having a late spring open house; Friday 6/26/15 8-10pm, Saturday 
6/27/15 and Sunday 6/28/15 1-4pm.So here is an opportunity to 
revisit the club while in town for the Convention.  Hope to see 
you all there. Check out the club’s website http://nloe.org/  

The Railroad Museum of Long Island continues its 50th anniversary celebration for its LIRR Worlds Fair G-16  train. 
They are offering a custom Lionel crew car to commemorate the occasion . It is available for $75 . See their website to 
order,. Check http://www.rmli.us/RMLI/Welcome.html  for details. The Lionel Visitors center layout is up and running.  
 
The St James Model Railroad Club is installing and upgrading new track. Check out their club on their website  
http://stjamesmodelrailroadclub.weebly.com/ They are at the Mills Pond House, 660 Route 25A, Saint James, NY.  
Well that's the news from Long Island. See you here soon at our clubs.     

http://www.tmbmodeltrainclub.com/
http://www.coltrains.com/
http://nloe.org/
http://www.rmli.us/RMLI/Welcome.html
http://stjamesmodelrailroadclub.weebly.com/
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It’s Got To Be The NYC Rhythm In My Life 
By Rich Levow 

 
The year is 1945, Rodgers and Hammerstein have a new musical opening on Broadway, “State Fair”.  A hit song 
from that musical was “June is Bustin’ Out All Over”.  Fast forward 70 years to 2015.  TCA is having its first ever 
convention in the NYC metropolitan area and we have a convention planned for our members which is just 
“bustin’” out with all sorts of fun trips, tours and activities. 
 
As you can well imagine, a city as large and historic as New York is just packed with things to see and do.  In 
planning out the week’s activities, we have tried to incorporate something for everyone. 
 
What does everyone love more than a train ride?  A train ride combined with a riverboat ride. Our first tour on 
Sunday is to the Essex Valley Steam Train and Riverboat in Essex, Connecticut. This is the last steam train with a 
riverboat connection running in the country.   We will also be having a not to be missed tour to the state-of-the-art 
New Jersey Transit Meadows Maintenance Complex.   You say that you’ve been to Strasburg before?  Have you 
ever eaten in Dienner’s Country Restaurant?  If you enjoy home cooked food and plenty of it, this is the place for 
you.  Trains are nice, but food is nicer.  Do you want to see the elegance of a bygone era, we will be touring Grand 
Central Station which has been fully restored to its original elegance.  We wrap up our week with a winery visit and 
a ride on the Delaware River Railroad Excursion. 
 
Did you know that FDR gave some of his “fireside chats” from Hyde Park?  We will be touring the homes of Franklin 
Delano and Eleanor Roosevelt.  Come on the West Point tour and learn about the tradition and honor of the “long 
gray line”.  Lunch at the historic Hotel Thayer is included.   Make sure that you don’t awaken Rip Van Winkle on our 
Sleepy Hollow tour.  If you listen very carefully you might hear the sounds of the Dutch ghosts playing nine pins. 
 
Do you want to just get away from it all?  Take a ride out to Long Island to visit the Old Westbury Gardens and 
Cradle of Aviation Museum.  Long Island at one time was called home by many of the rich and famous.  Old 
Westbury Gardens, listed on the National Register of Historic Places, is the former home of John S. Phipps and his 
wife, Margarita Grace Phipps.  You will get a docent led tour of the mansion along with time to explore the 
magnificent grounds.    The laboratory of Thomas Alva Edison (aka The Wizard of Menlo Park) in West Orange, NJ is 
run by the National Park Service.  Take some time to explore his laboratories and get some insight into his genius. 
 
You say that you’re coming to New York to “see the sights”?  Why not start off with a ride on the Circle Line and 
spend the morning seeing the entire island of Manhattan from the water. This tour also includes lunch at Ben’s 
Deli and a visit to the world-renowned American Museum of Natural History on Central Park West.   The 9/11 
Memorial and Museum tour will give you an opportunity to pay your respects to those who perished on that day.  
You will also explore lower Manhattan and learn about the transformation of this island from a little Dutch colony 
into the most magnificent city in the world. 
 
For those of you who like to “do your own thing”, we have a tour just for you; NYC on Your Own.  We drop you off 
in the heart of the Big Apple and pick you up in the late afternoon for the trip back to the hotel.  Put together your 
own itinerary for the day or speak with our convention concierge who will help you plan that perfect day. 
 
We have arranged tours to several layouts in the area.  Visit the NJ HiRailers, the New York Society of Model 
Engineers, the Trainmasters of Babylon, the Central Operating Lines, the Nassau Lionel Operating Engineers, the Ed 
Prendeville Collection.  Several members have also graciously agreed to open their homes to us.  Special thanks to 
Bob Fishco, Phil Klopp and Ron Zweig! 
 
Thursday night features our dinner cruise.  Many friends in TCA have told me that the dinner cruise is their 
highlight of the week.  We will not disappoint you.  We will have the entire run of the ship on The Spirit of New 
Jersey.  Watch as the city is transformed before your eyes to a jewel like gem with millions of facets gleaming 
against the nighttime sky. 
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Here is your chance to have Manhattan, the Bronx and Staten Island too!! 
 
Of course we're having the perennial favorites; the Welcome Party and the Banquet.  The Welcome 
Party will feature a buffet of traditional New York City type food representing the most popular ethnic 
neighborhoods of the Big Apple.  Not only will your appetite be satisfied, but we'll take care of your 
funny bone as well.  Our entertainment will feature a world renowned comedian.  He has performed on 
Comedy Central, A&E, ESPN and all three networks in addition to entertaining our troops overseas.  He 
will surely split our sides with laughter. 
  
Our banquet will feature sit-down meal service with a variety of succulent dishes.  One of the highlights 
of the banquet is the table prizes, especially the unique limited Banquet Car.  This year’s banquet will be 
the first where everyone (or nearly everyone) leaves with a train car.  Our live auction of a handful of 
premium items, led by auctioneer Greg Stout, will be your last opportunity of the week to obtain some 
unique one-of-a-kind items. 
  
We will have one of the largest trading halls ever for a TCA convention with over 72,000 square feet of 
meeting and exhibition space.  Our 2-day train show will allow convention attendees early access to the 
vendors before the doors open to the public.  Here's your chance to find that special item for your 
collection from vendors that you don't normally see at your local train meets.  Why not get a table or 
two and offer a few of those items (that you really CAN do without) for sale or take advantage of our 
METCA special "buy 3 tables and get the 4th for free". 
 
When all is said and done, the main purpose of our conventions is to have fun.  We have a week packed 
full of activities designed with that goal in mind.  To paraphrase “old blue eyes”, Come on come to New 
York, New York. 
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TOY TRAINS IN THE SOUTHLAND 
By Larry Laskowski 

The Charlotte area of North Carolina has a lot of model railroaders , including folks migrating 
for the warmer climate. So Toy Trains and the hobby is on the rise. Most of you know that 
Lionel’s headquarters is in Concord North 
Carolina, right next to the Queen City. The local 
TCA division is the Southeastern Division of 
TCA which covers the Carolinas and parts of 
Virginia. They do a good job in promoting 
meets and TCA events in the regions. I was 
fortunate timewise to avail myself of a Meet 
right in Charlotte on Saturday November 22nd  
hosted at the Pritchard Memorial Babtist 
Church. They have a good size campus in 
Charlotte and the meet was held in the 
Auditorium., now three years in running.  
 
I had wondered how these folks managed to 
choose this location. It is convenient , easy to 
access, plenty of parking and only two blocks 
from the CATs Lynx station, Charlotte’s Light 
Rail. While I was there I came across the main 
reason that the show is here and that is 
Associate Senior Pastor Reverend Stan Heiser. 
Seems the Reverend is an avid Train Hobbyist , 
TCA member and active member of the 
Southeastern Division of TCA, SETCA, 
(Sounds like METCA). Reverend Heiser’s 
interest is also in the parishes youth and 
youngsters and they do a great job with Kids Club Activities at these shows. Stan has both 

Standard and O gauge layouts in the auditorium and 
these trains are run by the youngsters at the show. 
When I spoke to Reverend Heiser, he told me the 
trains had been running continuously for about six 
hours and there were only three derailments. A lttle 
comforting of the children and the trains were soon 
underway after the three events and neither the trains 
nor the childrens feelings were harmed. In addition 
to the layouts , there was a large scale Ride on train 
setup , a Thomas building layout,   a craft station and 
a coloring station. I spoke about METCAs train 
racing events and he was quite interested in doing 

this at a future show. They are planning a layout style show inviting local model railroaders and 
module groups to set up layouts and displays which the youngsters can run and interract with. 
The Southeastern Division has a very large Kids Club with more than a 1000 youngsters 
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involved and the group is active, not only at this show but at other shows hosted by SETCA 
throughout the year in Rahleigh and Wilmington North Carolina. 
 
Speaking of the trains, the show had about 80 tables of interesting and varied train stuff. Lots of 
Three rail O Gauge, modern, postwar and prewar even. I met a collector from Spartenburg SC 
who had some beautiful very nice condition Postwar trains among his wares and I did interest 
him in checking out our convention in Somerset 
coming this June. There was also a vendor with a 
very large selection of post war American Flyer , 
much of it boxed . Lots of HO and N scale, a 
parts dealer and two Hobby shop owners . Green 
Frog was there with a great selection of their 
train videos. While I was there, I managed to 
puchase a railway bridge for use on my layout as 
well as a couple of Railroad DVDs including a 
volume with steam on the Putnam, White Plains, 
and West Shore NYC divisions and the O&W 
including the Mountaineer in color. It was fun.. 
 

Editor’s note: METCA Director Larry spends a lot of time in North Carolina and was gracious 
enough to share his experiences from another division. 
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Part 2 Lionel #42 locomotive        By Sam Deo 

In the previous Waybill I started the restoration of a prewar Lionel #42 locomotive. In this issue we’ll 
discuss the meat of the restoration, making parts and painting. 

If you remember, my #42 was missing one coupler mount bumper and the other had fallen off. I tried to 
use a readymade replacement but soon realized that Lionel made a few different versions of the #42 so 
finding the exact piece may take forever. Instead I decided to make it out of brass. Why brass? Well it’s 
easy to bend, solders well and was readily available from the local hobby store.  

To start I used the original bumper I already had and took some basic measurements. I then cut out the 
correct size of brass to make the bumper. This will be the front bumper as I don’t plan on drilling the 
hole or slot for the coupler. I’m using the tools I have available which is limited for sheet metal work like 
this. Basically tin snips, drill bits, basic tools one might fine in a tool box.  

 

The first step was to mark the brass where the first bend would be with a pencil. Without a vise I did all 
of the work with a hammer and my welders vice grips. I also used a few straight edges I had of cut off 
steel.  Once the first bend was made I had to sit down and think what will be the next bend. If I start 
bending the wrong section first my tools won’t be able to work around the piece correctly to finish up 
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the bends. I’m sure there is a better way to build this and a few folks reading this are probably 
screaming at my “technique” but there’s a first time for everything. 

Once the bumper was bent, I drilled the two small holes upfront for the hand rails to fit into. Again I 
used the original bumper as a guide for the hole diameter as well as placement. Once completed I 
cleaned the inside bumper attachment areas of the body. There’s only one way to attach these 
bumpers, they must be soldered on. This is where things got a little tricky. Using too much heat will 
cause the joints that hold the body to separate while using too little heat won’t make a firm connection. 
I had to do this a couple times before getting it right but now they seem to be on good and tight. 

 

Once I had both bumpers on, my attention turned to stripping the old paint off. At first I tried paint 
thinner. I watched a few YouTube videos of someone refinishing a prewar passenger car. He used paint 
thinner and it worked great, so I gave it a try. Well the paint on my engine laughed at the thinner. I had 
the entire body bathing in the thinner for well over an hour with no change. All it seemed to do was 
clean the body slightly. So I stepped it up to paint stripper. Completely different results, paint came right 
off leaving me a slightly bruised and rusty body. 
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Once the paint was gone I built a small wooden stand. This allows me to move the body around without 
touching it and getting my fingerprints all over it, you can see it in the pictures on the next page. It was 
made from scrap 1x8 I had in the garage. I then got out the naval jelly and some steel wool to clean up 
the rust. Some areas came right off while others were a bit more stubborn. At the end I’m happy with 
the results. This will never be a museum quality show piece but it’s going to look great running around 
my little layout when it’s not on display. 
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Once the rust was removed and the body was cleaned I began the task of laying down primer. One thing 
I decided to do was use good quality paint and primer. 

 

I went to a local auto parts store that carries SEM paint and grabbed a can of black primer and black 
semi-gloss. I went with semi-gloss instead of a gloss because even with my new reproduction tinplate 
pieces the paint is never a high gloss mirror finish. I think the semi-gloss gives a more appropriate look 
to the body. I laid down about 5 coats of primer, 30 minutes apart as per the instructions on the can. 

 

Next will be the top coat, baking of the paint, doing the trim work which consists of painting the window 
frames, grills, steps and skirt area, stripping and painting the cowcatchers, bending and attaching the 
hand rails and finally assembling the completed train. As you can see I have a few things left to do. So 
stay tuned for next time as we move towards the completed restoration project. 



Abandoned in 
METCA 

Greetings everyone! This one might be a little more difficult to figure out then some of the 
previous ones so good luck!  

I’ll give you a hint, 1939 

 

 


