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 Inside This Issue: 
Part 1 of the Lionel Prewar #42 rebuild. Larry and the 
Long Island Sound.  Details on the 2015 TCA Convention 
hosted by METCA and much more!  

Coming in the next Waybill: 
More updates on the 2015 TCA Convention hosted by 
METCA. Part 2 of the Lionel # 42 restoration. Answer to 
abandoned in METCA as well as the next mystery 
location. 

Asking for your help!  
 …This is your Waybill Folks! We want to hear from our 
MIGS about what they are doing it this hobby. Send us 
news, a photo(s), or a story. I want to see your name in 
the byline! Send your info to eusdesa@yahoo.com  

On The Cover: 
A matched set of CNJ F3 units - 56, 3C, 51 - pull a 
westbound freight through Elizabeth station. Circa 
August 27, 1957 
 
Credit: Bob Krone , website: 
http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=275549
&nseq=8 
 
Answer to Abandoned in METCA’s previous cover: 
City Hall subway station. IRT East Side Line at City Hall. 
(Credit: John-Paul Palescandolo via NYCSubway.org) 
 
Source: http://www.sheepsheadbites.com/2012/09/a-
brief-history-of-the-subway-system-part-2-of-6/ 
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Coffee With Stu 
 

 
 

Finally, finally, finally, METCA is running a train show again.  It has been a long time coming, but after an 
extended hiatus (it was much too long) you’ll have the chance to buy, sell, and trade with members.  You 
can get a table or just participate with regular admission at the door and walking around.  Not only are 
we running a show again, but we’ve decided to kick it up a notch … this will be a 2 DAY TRAIN SHOW plus 
we’ll also be running CLINICS AND SEMINARS.  It gets even better.  We’re running this show at the end of 
the TCA National Convention that we’re hosting in June 2015.  Table prices are about half of what other 
groups (such as Greenberg and Allentown) charge for a 2 day show.  In typical METCA fashion, buy 3 
tables get the 4th for FREE. 
 
You can get EARLY ADMISSION to the show during the dealer set up time FOR FREE.  However, this 
benefit is only available to those that register for the convention and it’s included in your registration fee 
for no additional charge.  If you only want to pay the regular daily admission price, then you’ll get in at 
the regular advertised admission time.  There’s many other perks that go along with Convention 
Registration, so that would be the route I recommend.  Want to participate in the Lionel Seminar 
(unrelated to the show) and win FREE product?  Then register for the convention.  You can register for 
the convention, and/or sign up for tables, and/or preregister for a general admission ticket all on the 
convention website: www.TCAconvention.org.  You can get further details on all of the above at the 
website. 
 
Changing gears, please stop and take a minute to think about your train collection.  I mean, really think 
about what you have.  Like me, do you have more trains than you really “need”?  Would your collection 
still be as great as it is even if you had 1 or 2 fewer pieces?  Yes, you’re right, it still would be an 
awesome collection.  I came to that same conclusion when thinking about my collection.  Please 
consider taking 1 or 2 prime pieces from your collection and donating them to the auctions that we’ll be 
running during the 2015 TCA National Convention.  I, myself, have personally donated a Lionel set, a K-
Line set, plus another half dozen pieces of rolling stock to the convention team for their use in the 2 
convention auctions (one is a Silent Auction during the Welcome Party and the other is a Live Auction 
conducted by auctioneer Greg Stout during the Banquet).  I wouldn’t ask that you donate that many 
items, but if you each could spare just 1 nice item from your collection, we’d certainly put them to good 
use.  To coordinate a donation, please send me an email to LionelLLC@hotmail.com or call my cell 917-
593-3990.  Your prompt action will help us with our planning. 
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Convention 2015 Events at the Hotel 

By now you have most likely heard some of the Convention info. You know that this is the first TCA 
convention in the METCA membership area , there are many convention car and other related goodies 
and that the convention team has planned many interesting trips and tours for Conventioneers. You will 
want to know that there are many great events and attractions on going at the Hotel for your 
enjoyment. TCA is about friendships as well as toy trains and these events are pleasant opportunities to 
renew existing and make friendships. So here is the skinny on some of the Hotel Events during the 
convention.  

Welcome Party 
The Welcome Party kicks things off on Wednesday evening, 7-10 PM. Your TCA friends will 
gather at this event to socialize, renew old acquaintances and make new ones. You can expect 
some great food, camaraderie, some good train storytelling, a silent auction and a little 
entertainment, perhaps. Atlantic division had The Mummers so we will see what Stu and the 
convention team have in store for us this year.  A cash bar will be available.   
 
The Layouts 
The groups below will be setting up some great layouts for the 2015 convention in the Exhibit 
Hall. They will set up on Thursday and operations should be a go on Friday and Saturday of the 
convention. These folks are fellow members within METCA division as well as nearby divisions. 

The Layouts are quite interesting and there will be interesting 
trains in operation. Here is some info on the expected exhibits. 
The Raritan Valley Hi-Railers is a modular O gauge RR club based 
in Central New Jersey. The club has exhibited at many local train 
show and venues. The modelling theme is based on the prototype 
Raritan valley and connections. You will likely find lots of PRR and 
CNJ equipment operating as well as other roads. Scenic treatment 
and layout details capture many local places not too far from the 
convention locale.  
 

The Somerset County 4-H Trainmasters   is a rather unique 
modular railroad group. It has 34 members all between the 
ages of 9-18. There are several adult leaders but the building 
of the modules, assembly of the layout and its operations is 
entirely in the hands of the 34 members. They are located in 
Bridgewater N.J. and have an annual display at a local fair. The 
Club has also exhibited at recent Greenberg Shows as well as 
the Pennsylvania state railroad museum.  
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The Sunrise Hi-Railers is a Long Island based modular 
group. Their goal is to promote the Model Railroading 
hobby by bringing their layout and trains to various 
exhibits on Long Island, many of which are events 
related to local culture and history, not necessarily 
railroading. Their exhibits are always a hit with folks that 
attend the events where they display.  Many of these 
such as the Ward Melville event in Stony Brook and The 
Railfest at the Railroad Museum of Long Island are 
repeat events and folks come just to see their layouts.  

 
Independent Hi-Railers, Eastern Division is a modular 
group that has been in existence for a while and has 
exhibited at various locales such as at the Allentown 
Train Meets. But many of you will recall seeing their 
setup and trains running at York in recent years. 
These folks always have an interesting display and 
modelling so don’t miss this exhibit at the convention. 
Come see them in the hotel lobby throughout the 
week.  
 
Atlas O / Atlas Model Railroad Company You can expect to see a fine operating layout 
featuring some favorite Atlas equipment in operation and on display. You will want to check 
these folks out….. More to come.  
 
Seminars. The convention will feature an interesting group of seminars with varied subject 
matter. There should be something of interest for all attendees so here is a chance for you to 
brush up on your Model Railroading hobby knowledge. Here is the schedule for Seminars at the 
convention.    More to come  
Friday  
1:00pm – 2:00pm – Seminar: Carl Blum – Building Foam Rubber Scenery –  
2:00pm – 3:00pm – Seminar: Rob Pisani – Atlas – The latest Info 
3:00pm – 4:00pm – Seminar: Greg Stout – Stout Auctions - Buying, Selling and More  
4:00pm – 5:00pm – Seminar: Matt Sniffen – Raritan Valley HiRailers – Building Modular Layouts  
Saturday 
10:00am – 11:00am – Seminar: Joseph Lechner – Toy Trains and Plastics  
1:00pm – 2:00pm – Seminar: Joe Mania – Toy Train Restoration and Repair  
2:00pm – 2:30pm – General Membership meeting—Update from TCA 
2:30pm – 3:30pm – Seminar: Lionel- News from the big L 
4:00pm – 5:00pm – Seminar: Clem Clement - The Future of the Hobby: Sharing & growing the   
                                   Pastime we love  
Seminars at the Garden State Exhibit center except Clem Clement’s which is in the hotel. 
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The Trading Pits. Well we all have been to York. We have 
a good idea from visiting the member halls on what we 
can expect. But this is your chance to take a table and 
exchange your unwanted goodies with fellow TCA 
members from all over, who may be looking for what you 
are no longer in need of. You won’t be able to resist 
checking out the other member tables since they are sure 

to have the item that you definitely have to have. So come take a table in the Trading pits and 
enjoy. The center will have 72,000 sqft of space available. So expect lots of tables. The Trading 
Hall opens at 8:30am Friday and Saturday and is open till 5Pm Friday and 3Pm Saturday. 
 
Kids Club.  Look for a special area for our kid’s club members to enjoy model railroading with 
activates designed for a wide age range for our youngsters. We’re planning for train racing, a 
METCA table, some display layouts to play on, wooden train play sets, and train related arts and 
crafts and other activities. If you have an inkling to get involved with this convention activity 
with our youngsters, we could sure use your help. Please volunteer, it will be one of the most 
rewarding experiences of your lifetime.  
 
The Banquet Gala Ok this is the main 
social event and highlight of the 
convention. We begin Saturday 
evening at 6PM with a Social Hour. 
Refreshments will be available as 
members mingle among friends and 
plan for the repast about to follow. 
The banquet begins at 7PM. The 
Hotel staff will prepare a great meal 
of favorite dishes for your 
enjoyment. The evening’s festivities 
do include some words of welcome 
and thanks from Officers and BOD 
members of METCA and TCA 
National.  They promise not too much wordiness and the best is to come. There will be a special 
Banquet car, a unique collectible awarded to a lucky participant at each table. We will be having 
a live auction as well. Your convention committee has been rounding up some exciting and 
some rare items for the auctions and door prizes. You know from the selection of convention 
cars offered so far as well as the unique fund raisers which have been offered and to be offered 
between now and the convention, that this will be an exciting and fun filled evening. It is an 
event not to be missed.   
 
So there you have it folks. A Preview of what is happening in the Hotel during the convention. 
The tours are exciting and fun. There will be much to enjoy in addition at the convention hotel. I 
hope we will see as many METCA members as possible at the 2015 Convention.  
Larry Laskowski 
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LONG ISLAND SOUNDS 
                                 Larry Laskowski 

 
 
Long Island Clubs are on the TCA Convention Tours. Club members are getting the layouts ready for TCA visitors. Here 
is the latest news so you can know what to expect on the tour. Are you ready to visit folks? 

 
At the Trainmasters of Babylon club, Steve Scagnelli 
reports that the trains are running at their new layout at 120 
Schmitt Blvd, Farmingdale NY. They have completed the 
track work on the underground subway and have started 
station development. The photo shows development of the 
Flatbush Ave Station, with much more to come. Other 
scenery projects are underway and the club is planning to 
have a significant amount of scenic work in progress or 
completed in time for the June METCA visit. We would 
love to show you what we have done.  Check TMB’s 
website www.tmbmodeltrainclub.com                         

 
Central Operating Lines invites you to their new layout at 50A 
Carlough Road in Bohemia NY, just off Johnson Ave and South of 
the Long Island MacArthur airport. The club is progressing rapidly 
with scenery on the new layout . There are many spectacular 
attractions, scenes and details. Check out the rendition of New 
York’s Flat Iron Building in the photo. There are four operational 
mainlines, an engine yard and a turntable. There is also a narrow 
gauge line and a New York City elevated rapid transit line. See our 
new layout and don’t forget to bring the family! This layout is on 
the Convention tour schedule. Check COL website 
www.coltrains.com for more info and directions.  

 
Bob Trnka tells us that the Nassau Lionel Operating 
Engineers have their Winter Open Houses behind them and 
they will be continuing with the signal system installation, 
expanding the south city into the “downtown “station area 
and finalizing the round house area. They plan to have this 
work complete for the Convention tour . Their Spring Open 
House will be March 13th, 14th and 15th. Friday 8-10pm, 
Saturday and Sunday 1-4pm. We are looking forward to 
seeing you all at our next open house. Check out the club’s 
website http://nloe.org/  

The Railroad Museum of Long Island continues its 50th anniversary celebration 
for its LIRR Worlds Fair G-16  train. They are offering a custom Lionel crew car to 
commemorate the occasion . It is available for $75 . See their website to order,. 
Check http://www.rmli.us/RMLI/Welcome.html  for details.  
 
The St James Model Railroad Club is installing and upgrading new trackwork. Check out their club on their website  
http://stjamesmodelrailroadclub.weebly.com/ They are at the Mills Pond House, 660 Route 25A, Saint James, NY.  
 
 Well that's the news from Long Island. See you here soon at our clubs.     
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Lionel Promotes the 
Hobby during the War 
Years 
 

Kevin Quinn shared this Lionel Ad with the 
BOD. It originally appeared in the December 
1942 issue of Railroad Magazine. In reflecting 
on the ad for a moment, it made me think 
about how in 1942, the country was engulfed in 
World War 2 and the Lionel Corporation was 
then manufacturing products for the US Navy 
in support of the country’s war effort. Train 
manufacture had ceased shortly following the 
Pearl Harbor attack as Lionel assumed a war 
footing as did manufacturers of the time. 
Although train manufacture stopped, 
regulations permitted the company to retail 
train items that were already manufactured 
and in inventory at the time when it went to 
work for the US Navy.  So it is interesting to see 
this ad from Lionel as it appeared in Railroad 
Magazine at Christmas time 1942. There was 
promise and instructions for boys to get their copy of Lionel’s 1942 catalog. The offerings that year as 
shown in the catalog consisted of sets and separate sale items which were available from stock at 
Lionel’s Irvington factory. The sets were interesting in their own right. To make up sets, Lionel found 
itself using a combination of various rolling stock from different time periods. A set might include the 
latest scale detailed car like the scale tank car, Perhaps a 2800 series gondola with barrels and maybe a 
2657 series caboose. All of these cars would be equipped with the box style electro-couplers of the day. 
The trucks were modified in height to allow all of these cars to work together and they were identified 
with an “x” suffix to denote the change from the cars normal design. These cars are probably quite rare 
in collector’s circles but many collectors may not be aware of that.  The ad itself is interesting. Lionel was 
looking to create an image of realism for its trains at the time and the representations that are shown 
were all of the very newest designs of the time. The latest accessories and operational features were 
promoted. There is reference to quarter inch to the foot scale even though not all items available and 
shown in the ad met this criteria. The 1942 catalog would be the last time the fabulous 700E Scale 
Hudson would appear in a Lionel Catalog until 1991 when the 1-700E was shown. The 700E was on the 
cover with the Nation’s flag.          

 Enjoy the ad. 
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    www.rmli.org 
 

The Railroad Museum of Long Island 
 

In partnership with the 
 

Metropolitan Division TCA  (METCA) 

presents 

A Night at the Museum… 
on 

Saturday, April 11, from 4:00 - 9:00 PM 

416 Griffing Avenue 

Riverhead, New York 
 

Program includes: 
 

 Materials to build your very own model 

diorama 
 

 Pizza dinner served at the Museum! 
 

 Ride on the historic 1964 -1965 

World’s Fair LIRR Park Train 
 

 Learn how to make trees and scenery 

for your own railroad layout 
 

 Tour the Historic Lionel Layout from 

Chesterfield, Michigan 
 

 Learn how to wire your own train 

layout for best operation 
 

 Learn from accomplished METCA and 

RMLI members and volunteers 
 

 Learn safety around railroads and 

trains, tools and model train electrics 

 

Who Should Attend? 
 

Children ages 8 to 14, accompanied by an 

adult, interested to learn more about model 

railroading and the history of railroading 

on Long Island!   

 

 
 

Children 8 - 14 years:  $20.00 
Accompanying adult:  FREE 

 
ONLY 10 seats available for children! 
 

 
Reserve early . . . . . . . . . go to: 

http://www.rmli.org 
 

 

 
 

Opens for the 2015 season  

at Riverhead 

From 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

beginning 

Saturday, April 11, 2015 

eusdesa
Typewritten Text
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CONVENTION UPDATE 

In my best Phil Rizzuto voice … Holy Cow!  That’s the only way to describe the initial response to the 
opening of registration for the 2015 TCA National Convention.  The 2015 Convention has exceeded 
nearly every measure for registrations compared to any previous convention in the last decade.  There 
are so many people coming, not just from around the country, but around the world.  Yes, that’s right, 
we have a couple coming from England to attend our convention.  Although a few of the tours where 
our venues limited the amount of people we could bring have sold out, fear not, every day of 
convention week has plenty to do.  However, as they say, timing is everything; so if you want to grab 
some seats for the remaining tours, please register quickly.  Full registration is available online at 
www.TCAconvention.org or you can use the paper registration form found in the National Headquarters 
News or available on the above website.  While registering, don’t just focus on the trips and tours, 
remember the Welcome Party, the nighttime Dinner Cruise around Manhattan, as well as the Saturday 
evening Banquet.  Your convention registration includes much much more than just the privilege to go 
on the trips and tours.  We’re running seminars and clinics plus your registration badge gets you early 
admission to the trading hall / train show.  Your badge will also serve as your door prize ticket, just in 
case you want any FREE stuff.  Before you put this in your pile of stuff “to do”, just do it today.  You’ll be 
glad you did. 

There is one area where we really need help.  That’s the Kids Club.  I need some serious help planning 
things for the kids to do.  This is all in or at the hotel; on-site stuff.  Not only do we need ideas, but we 
need a few people to help turn those ideas into reality.  When I say “people”, it doesn’t necessarily have 
to be an adult member, your kids or grandkids would make awesome Kids Club volunteers.  A teamwork 
approach is always best.  How fun would it be for you to spend some time with your child or grandchild 
(for example) while they make friends with some out-of-town kids.  I’ve heard multiple times that when 
kids meet in this environment, they become friends for longer than just the week.  Please, right now this 
is one of our biggest needs.  Can you help?  Contact convention chairman Stu at 917-593-3990 or send 
me an email at lionelllc@hotmail.com 
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AUCTION ITEMS NEEDED 

The sponsoring Division of a TCA Convention is responsible for tons of details and a load of things; one 
of which is to run the auctions.  During the National Convention (it’s being hosted by METCA this year, in 
case you didn’t know), there’s 2 auctions.  One is a Silent Auction during the Welcome Party.  The other 
auction is an honest-to-goodness live auction that is part of the banquet.  This year, Greg Stout will be 
the auctioneer.  This will be entertaining whether you’re bidding on items or if you’re just watching Greg 
use his auctioneering skills to get just one more bid out of a person.  It’s artistry in motion. 

Did you ever wonder where the items in the auctions come from?  They don’t just appear out of thin air.  
They come from real people like you and me.  Just everyday average Joe’s.  When you’re done reading 
this paragraph, go back and read the President’s Message (Coffee with Stu) for a plea for trains for the 
auctions.  However, the auctions typically don’t just contain trains.  They usually also include other items 
of a more general nature.  Some “non train” things you might have seen in the past could be artwork, 
collectibles, gift cards or gift certificates (for a store or restaurant), sports memorabilia, bottles of wine, 
railroadiana, etc.  Yes, the majority of items at the auctions are trains and they’re usually the most often 
donated items, but just because you don’t have a train to donate doesn’t mean that you can’t donate 
some other nice item.  Auction items are being accepted now by Stuart Rankin, lionelllc@hotmail.com, 
or call 917-593-3990.  Donating now helps the convention team assign items to the auctions in a well 
thought out manner so we don’t have to scramble at the last minute.  Please consider making a small 
sacrifice to help make OUR convention auctions the BEST EVER. 
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Lionel #42 Restoration  
By Sam Deo 
 
In this waybill I’ll be discussing a new project I’m taking on, a prewar #42 
locomotive. Before we start let’s go over some history of this monster of a train. 
In the early teens Lionel introduced the large standard gauge #42 0-4-4-0 
locomotive. Originally it came with a single motor and later on a second was 
added. I was able to snatch one of these beauties up recently. Mine needs some 
TLC which is one of the reason’s I wanted it. I’ve done some minor restoration 
work in the past but never to this extent. So this will be an interesting experience 
and hopefully at the end I’ll have a great looking engine to run on my small layout. 
I’m planning on making this a four part segment but that might change depending 
on how things move along. Again, this is a challenge and I’m guessing as to how 
long it may take until the project is completed. 

 
 
As you can see from the picture the train needs a full restoration. However, the 
motors are intact and spin freely. Plus when I gave it some current they tried to 
turn. This of course is a great sign and I’m hoping the motors only need a rewire 
and good cleaning. The gears also look to be in great shape as well. Another 
advantage that this train has is the rims. These aren’t made from the same cast 
material used in later engines which expanded and crumbled.  
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For this part I’m going to focus on the motors and wiring. You’ll notice the two 
levers on the engine. One is a reverse lever while the other is a universal current 
control which allows the user to switch between AC and DC power. It’s an 
interesting set up and even though I have no intention of running this on DC 
power I plan to keep it wired in and make sure it functions. 
 
 

 
 
 
One thing you can see right away is the rust and grime along with the dead 
spiders. This train was sitting for a while. The wiring has its typical insulation 
deterioration but everything looks original and hooked up. This means it should 
be easy to follow the wires and replace them with like for like lengths. I also 
checked and confirmed with some folks on what gauge wire to use. 22 AWG 
solid core will do the trick. One thing about the original wiring, it looks like it was 
color coded, I see what looks like black white and grey but with the age and 
condition its hard to determine for sure. Either way I plan to use a few different 
colors to make repairs and troubleshooting easier down the road. 
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I decided to go with 4 colors for the wiring. Not only is it easier to trace the 
separate colors but during the replacement I took several notes as to what color 
does what so any repairs down the road should be easier now that I have a color 
coded schematic that matches the actual wiring.  
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Once the wiring was completed I ran the motors on my loop. At first the engines 
seemed to be fighting each other. They were either trying to slam into each other 
or run away from each other. After a couple checks it seems that my original 
wiring wasn’t so original after all. I had to cross one of the motors brush leads 
and that fixed the issue. However, I am noticing that one motor seems to be 
running slower then the other. I did clean the armatures but a little more cleaning 
and lubing of the gears and bearings are in order. I’m hoping after that the 
motors will be more in sync with each other. You will also notice the white lead 
going nowhere on top of the motor. This is for the headlight, which was missing 
when I first got the locomotive. 
 

 
 
So join us next time when we tackle the cleaning and polishing of the running 
gear. I also hope to fabricate a missing coupler mount using the one I do have as 
a template. 
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Abandoned in 
METCA 

Continuing with last years rear cover, let’s start off 2015 with an easy one. Can you guess 
what and where it is? 

 

 

 

 




