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Inside This Issue: 
Part 4 of the standard gauge mini layout build. Larry and 
the Long Island Sound. Previews for the 2015 TCA 
Convention hosted by METCA and much more!  

Coming in the next Waybill: 
More updates on the 2015 TCA Convention hosted by 
METCA. Part 1 of the Lionel # 42 restoration. Answer to 
abandoned in METCA as well as the next mystery 
location. 

Asking for your help!  
 …This is your Waybill Folks! We want to hear from our 
MIGS about what they are doing it this hobby. Send us 
news, a photo(s), or a story. I want to see your name in 
the byline! Send your info to eusdesa@yahoo.com  

On The Cover: 
Rogers Locomotive and Machine Works 299 in Paterson 
NJ.  
Credit: John P. Holland, Ken Salazar, website: 
https://tugster.wordpress.com/2011/11/07/passaic-
watershed/#comments 
 
Answer to Abandoned in METCA’s previous cover: 
Yorktown Heights Railroad Station 
Originally built in 1877 by the New York, Westchester 
and Putnam Railway along a line originally installed by 
the New York and Boston Railroad that is today a rail 
trail. It is one of the only three left in Westchester 
County, and one of only two in that scale and style. In 
1981, it was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, the only property listed in the town. 
 
Source: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yorktown_Heights_Railroa
d_Station 
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Coffee With Stu 
 

 
It’s time to renew your dues.  Please go to the METCA website www.METCA.org and under the 
“membership” heading, click on the “renewal” tab.  While you’re there, please select the 5 year option.  
At 5 years for $25, it’s really the best bargain in town. 
 
Now that it’s getting colder outside and the leaves are all raked, it’s turning into Train Season.  
Although I don’t have the time to work on my layout, I enjoy going to train shows and seeing friends. 
The funny thing is, the more friends I see, the more new friends I make.  It’s funny how contagious 
friendship is.  How do you celebrate the season?  Do you set up a temporary holiday display?  The 
TCA members in the METCA region would love to hear it, so please snap a few pic’s or jot a few 
thoughts in an email to editor Sam.  Sharing is what this hobby is all about. 
 
Do you know that METCA is hosting the 2015 National Convention in June 2015?  That’s a serious 
question; I’m not trying to be a wise guy.  Over the Thanksgiving weekend, I heard from a TCA 
member “I didn’t know the 2015 Convention was in the NY/NJ area”.  If we haven’t done enough 
promotion, then that’s on me.  Take this to be your Fair Warning … June 2015 is right around the 
corner. 
 
Now that most of the planning is done, we’re on to the next phase of looking for help with many of the 
little tasks.  To let us know that you can spare a few hours (really, that’s all we’re looking for), please 
go to www.TCAconvention.org and look for the “Be a Volunteer” tab on the slider on the left.  What 
you get out of it will be worth more than you put into it.  You’ll probably make a few new friends.  Did I 
mention how contagious friendship is? 
 
Happy New Year, 
Stu 
 
 
 
CONVENTION UPDATE 
 
Wow, where has all the time gone?  After years and years and years of planning, it’s now the calm 
before the storm.  What’s done is done; we’ve done the best we can trying to plan a great convention.  
Now we just wait to see how it all comes together.  So we sit and wait (well not really, there’s still a 
ton of details to continue to work on) for January 1, 2015 when Convention Registration goes *live* at 
www.TCAconvention.org.  Once you get done reading this issue of the Waybill, you should go to 
www.TCAconvention.org and look at all there is in store for June 2015.  You can see the daily 
schedules and detailed (full page) descriptions of the trips & tours.  The website contains more 
information than will be published in the January 2015 National Headquarters News, so it’s best to 
use the website for your registration.  One last minute addition to the convention plans is an offer to 
give away for FREE an exclusive Lionel Trolley for those that stay in our room block for at least 3 
nights (see announcement elsewhere in this issue of the Waybill).  Yes, METCA members, we realize 
that since you’re local, you might not be staying in the hotel.  If there are extra trolleys, they’ll be 
available in the convention store at the hotel on a first come, first served basis.  Word to the wise, get 
there on the first Sunday of convention week if you want one. 
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So You Want to Plan A Convention 

When I heard that METCA had won the “bid” for the 2015 TCA, I was really overjoyed.  I love attending 
conventions and what a great opportunity to have one in my own backyard and be able to showcase the 
part of the country that I have always called home.  The first contact that I had with a member of the 
convention committee was when I ran into Stu Rankin in the Orange Hall at York setting up to distribute 
his now famous mint cars.  I chatted with Stu and left him my name and email address.  Generally when 
I do that, I never hear from the person again.  For better or worse, Stu kept my info and invited me to a 
convention meeting.  I met Don Brill, who was the chairman of the convention as well as several other 
committee chairmen.  We got an overview on the mechanics of a convention from Dannie Martin. 

I volunteered to help Stu with convention cars.  What followed was a barrage of phone calls and emails 
to several of the big name companies based in the New York metro area.  Some were very receptive, 
others were amazed that they were being considered while still others gave me a flat “NO”.  Eventually 
we received permission from several well-known companies and proceeded to draw up artist’s 
renderings of the cars.  Many of you might have purchased the Modell’s car that we developed in 
conjunction with the convention. 

With the untimely passing of Don Brill, the co-chairmanship of the convention passed to Stu.  The trips 
and tours chairman Fred Hunt had to step aside for personal reasons and Bernie Callen convinced me to 
take it “before someone else snatched it up”.  I have not had a day of rest from the convention since I 
agreed to take over trips and tours. 

Stu and I discussed our tour philosophy and agreed that we should be focusing on the New York tourism 
aspect of the convention rather than the train aspect.  Not that we were going to exclude the trains, just 
that we would put a greater emphasis on the things that out-of-towners always wanted to see in the 
New York area.  A solicitation of suggestions resulted in a rather large list of ideas.  It seems that 
everyone had their favorite New York attraction that they had either visited or would like to visit on a 
trip.  Some convention cities have been faced with a shortage of places to visit; we had TOO MANY 
places to visit.  Maybe we could make it a two week convention?  Nah, National TCA would never go for 
that.  Reviewing all of the suggestions, we finally arrived at a list of tours which we felt would offer 
“something for everyone” (from A Funny Thing Happened On The Way To The Forum). 

In recent years, many of the TCA divisions have gone from small one tour a day conventions to several 
tours a day being run by tour companies.  The more moving parts to a convention, the more difficult it 
becomes to handle it in house.   

I set out on a “quest” to find the best tour company to work with.  In reaching out to some friends who 
are involved with convention planning, I learned of “Destination Management Companies”.  They plan 
everything from corporate get-togethers to sweet sixteens.  Checking out the NYC Convention and 
Visitors Bureau website, I got a list of DMCs in the NY area.  Checking out their websites, I narrowed the 
list down to a handful.  My initial contact with them was explaining what we were doing and when we 
were doing it.  They received a daily schedule including all of the tours and the times that they would be 
covering.  After several weeks, I received back a nicely bound book with a canned itinerary and pricing  
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that had me reaching for an oxygen tank.  Unlike other major cities around the country, in order to be a 
tour guide in NYC, you need to pass a test which is rather intensive and receive a license.  That cost in 
turn is passed on to the “end user” if you will.  I’m used to NYC prices, but these set me on my hmmm, 
ear.  Stu and I reviewed the materials and made a decision from which there would be no turning back.  I 
would be our convention’s DMC.   

Stay tuned for our next episode… “I Want To Be A Part Of It, NY, NY” or “Why The … Did I Ever Listen To 
Bernie”. 

Rich Levow 

 

 

As a companion to the TCA 2015 Weaver NYC TOFC National Convention Car, METCA 
Division is offering 2 variations.  Our Division versions have different color flatcars (black and 
red) and different road numbers (499061 and 499054) than the National version.  All 3 make a 
great looking set or unit train.  Production is capped at 75 pieces each, depending on pre-orders 
(much less than National’s version).  To order go to the "convention store" at  

www.TCAconvention.org.  Available exclusively from METCA Division. 
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♫♫♫ You'll never know how great a kiss can feel  
When you stop at the top of a Ferris wheel  

When I fell in love down at …♫♫♫ 

To Celebrate TCA’s First Ever Convention in the New York Metro Area 

We are commemorating the 61st National TCA Convention with the issuance of two Lionel-produced trolleys 
that are representative of those that once serviced Palisades Amusement Park (NJ) and Coney Island (NY). 

6-58238 TCA NJ Trolley "Palisades" with “Public Service” logo Computer Generated Prototype. 
Graphics may differ slightly from above--- (track not included) 

6-58237 TCA NY Trolley "Boardwalk" with “BMT” logo Computer Generated Prototype. 
Graphics may differ slightly from above--- (track not included)  

 Both are bumper-controlled forward and reverse, operating LED headlights, interior lighting, silhouettes 
on windows, and two adjustable trolley poles on roof. 

Now, Again, For the Very First Time…Attendees at a TCA National Convention have the 
opportunity to get a significant premium for FREE if you qualify as follows: 

Getting your FREE “Palisades Park” trolley is as simple as 1,2,3: 
1. Visit the 61st National Convention website at www.tcaconvention.org or locate the convention registra-

tion form in this issue of the National Headquarters News. 
2. Register for the convention.
3. Stay at least 3 nights or more at the host hotel for the convention which is the DoubleTree Hotel and

Conference Center located in Somerset, NJ.  Your stay must be during the period June 20, 2015 and
June 28, 2015 and you must register at the hotel using the group code “TCA”.  You may either book
online using the link provided at www.tcaconvention.org or directly with the hotel at (732) 564-7426 or
Toll free number for hotel reservations (877) 474-2411

What’s the catch? – This offer is limited to the first 350 people who meet the requirements in steps 2 and 3. 

Cancellation of your convention or hotel reservations will void the offer. 

You say you want more???  If you are one of the first 350 TCA members who qualify for  the FREE 
NJ “Palisades Park” trolley you may optionally order  the On-Site Lionel 6-58237 NY “Coney Island” 
trolley for  a mere $89 at the time of your registration.   

This pre-convention offering price of $89 is ONLY good if you qualify for the FREE NJ “Palisades 
Park” trolley and make payment for  the NY “Coney Island” trolley dur ing the initial registration 
process, be it on-line or by mail. 
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CONVENTION REGISTRATION STARTS on or about January 1st, 2015  

To register on-line, go to www.tcaconvention.org/ 
Then click on “REGISTRATION” on the left side of the 
screen.  The member then will fill out the instructions, and he/
she will affirm that they meet the minimum hotel stay re-
quirement using the check box to indicate this. 
Just under this check box will be the offer to purchase the op-
tional On-Site NY Coney Island trolley at the pre-convention 
price of only $89.00. 

For registration questions, contact the Registration Co-Chairmen.  If your last name begins with A-L send 
emails to Registration@TCAConvention.org or call Rick Tedesco at 908-565-6465  If your last name begins 
with M-Z send emails to DCSLionel@verizon.net or call Doug Schembs at 908-208-8134. 

Any questions regarding trips and tours can be directed to that committee chairman Rich Levow at  
rlevow@hotmail.com or 516-804-8946 (8:00am – 8:00pm, Eastern time). 
Mail payments to: 
Rick Tedesco 
TCA Registration Chairman 
123 Moretti Lane 
Edison, NJ 08817-2268 

FREE GIFT FOR FIRST 200 CONVENTION ATTENDEES 

Be one of the first 200 members to register for the 
2015 TCA Convention when registration goes live on 
or about January 1, 2015 and you will receive a free 
gift when you pick up your registration materials at 
the convention (gift will not be shipped).  The gift is a 
set of Exclusive TCA “Burma Shave” type Road 
Signs made by K-Line. 

This custom road sign set is reminiscent of the Burma Shave advertisement signs that sprouted up throughout 
America during the 50's.  Six white metal signs say, "If Toy Trains", "You Crave", "And Toy Trains", "You 
Save", "Don't Delay", if you want to see what the 6th sign says, register early and you’ll receive your own set 
of signs.  These clever signs measure 1-3/4" high and fit nicely with Standard and O gauge layouts. 

Registration materials can be found in the January 2015 National Headquarters News or online at the conven-
tion website www.TCAconvention.org on or about January 1, 2015. 

TCA MEMBERS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR BOTH PROMOTIONS IF THEY QUALIFY 

Questions about these offers, Contact DivisionCar@metca.org 
 Do NOT contact the TCA National Business Office! 
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LONG ISLAND SOUNDS 
                                 Larry Laskowski 

 
 
Long Island Clubs are getting ready for the Fall/winter railroad season. Here is a sample of what to expect. Ready to visit 
folks? 
 
Tom Lamb tells us that The St James Model Railroad Club is ready for the 2014/2015 
open houses. Visit them Dec 6, 7, 8 Friday 6-9PM, Sat /Sun.11AM-5PM. The Club meets 
Wednesday nights at 8:00 PM in the basement of the Mills Pond House. The layout is 
38’x48’ and features 9 trains running at one time, a subway line, a circus, a haunted Ghost 
town and plenty of cities and villages. Check it out. They are at the Mills Pond House, 660 
Route 25A, Saint James, NY. Check out  http://stjamesmodelrailroadclub.weebly.com/ 
 

Steve Scagnelli of the Trainmasters of 
Babylon club reports that the Trains are running at their new layout at 120 Schmitt 
Blvd. Farmingdale NY. So they invite you to visit them for the 2014/15 Open House 
season. Dates for the 2014/15 season are November 29th and 30th,   January 3rd and 4th 
and January 31st and February 1st Show Times are 12 Noon to 4 PM. The club’s location 
is convenient to the LIE so come out and help with the layout, Participate in the layout 
building as well as accumulating a bunch of friends who like you are into trains. Check 
TMB’s website www.tmbmodeltrainclub.com                         
 
Central Operating Lines is inviting you to their 
new layout at 50A Carlough Road in Bohemia NY, 
just off Johnson Ave and South of the Long Island 

MacArthur airport. Remember when you had first set of trains? Remember when you would run 
them for hours? Remember it like it was yesterday? Then come to CENTRAL OPERATING 
LINES NEW LAYOUT!!! Be a part of something unique, “O” Scale model railroading. This is not 
your father’s train set! Central Operating Lines, many remember COLwhen it was located in 
Ronkonkoma. WE HAVE MOVED.  Come see the new layout and don’t forget to bring the 
family! Dates are November 8, November 29 and December 20, 2014, from 10:00 am until 2:00 
pm, Admission: $2 per person or $5 family of four. Check them out Phone #: 631-563-0173, Like 
them on face book: central operating lines and online COL website www.coltrains.com for more 
info and directions.  
 

From Bob Trnka we hear that the Nassau Lionel Operating Engineers two projects 
are progressing well. The Great Gorge is about completed with the bridges in final 
installation and the river and pond already completed. The South City’s downtown 
industrial area is nearing completion. They will then be moving on to the rest of the city’s 
neighborhoods after NLOE’s December open house. Their goal is to have everything 
completed for the 2015 TCA tour.  Speaking of their open house it will take place over 2 
weekends Friday Dec. 5th to Sunday Dec. 7th and Friday Dec. 12th to Sunday Dec.14th. 
Hours are; Fridays 8-10 pm, Saturday and Sunday 1-4 pm. for the next shows. More info 
at the club website http://nloe.org/  
 
The Railroad Museum of Long Island 

has a schedule for their locations at Riverhead and Greenport NY. RMLI’s annual 
Railfest was a fun event with train layouts, Exhibits, the METCA table and train racing, 
plenty of food, music and fun. For the Christmas Season we expect Santa Claus to make 
his annual visit to RMLI’s 2 locations At 416 Griffing Avenue Riverhead, New York you 
can ride on the historic 1964 -1965 World’s Fair LIRR Park Train, celebrating its 50th 
anniversary. The museum is open Saturdays and Sundays at 10AM through the summer. 
Check http://www.rmli.us/RMLI/Welcome.html  for details.  
 
Well that's the news from Long Island. See you here soon at our clubs.   
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Members Layout 

With the new format for the waybill, I’d like to see more articles from you, the reader. And what better then 
a write up on your layout! If you would like to see your layout featured in the waybill, please email me at 
eusdesa@yahoo.com. A few words on the layout and some pictures is all we need.  

In this Edition we have Jack Lightholder to thank for sharing his ledge style O gauge layout with us. Who 
knows, maybe the next waybill will have yours.  

 

The layout is built on a two foot ledge around a 25 foot square cellar room. It has one main line, with a 
passing siding and two freight sidings.  
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Gargraves Phantom flex track over cork roadbed was used with a combination of classical Lionel 022 and 
Gargrave switches. The main line incorporates 72 inch radius curves.  

 

There is an elevated point to point trolley track that is used to operate classic Lionel trolleys. Two duck-
under bridges are used at entrances to other rooms. The main line enters and exits the cellar walls at two 
locations. 
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The layout was originally built to test rolling stock and engines purchased for my collection. However over 
the years scenery was added. The mountains are constructed of plaster cloth over chicken wire, with 
plaster rock castings. The scenery includes a freight yard, passenger station, switching tower and a Shell 
oil tank yard. The layout is set in the Northeast during the summer and is operated by a ZW transformer. 

 

Jack Lightholder 
Flemington NJ 
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Part 3 Standard Gauge Layout Build         by Sam Deo 
 
For all of those following along, this is the third and final installment of my article on building a 
standard gauge layout. Just to recap the idea for this article is to build a small layout similar to the 
prewar dealer displays Lionel made in the 20’s and 30’s. 
 
Both space and budget were limited even though I never officially wrote down the numbers before 
I started. I was more concerned with building a functional layout in a tight space and figured 
because of the size, the overall cost wouldn’t be huge. Which for the most part the out of pocket 
expenses haven’t been bad. I wanted to use as many original prewar accessories as possible. 
Besides keeping with the theme I think they look better. Unfortunately the cost, condition and 
availability on 70+ y/o toys made me rethink this. So there’s a mix of prewar originals and replicas.  
 
The two things I wanted to purchase new were track and transformer. This I stuck with and it just 
made more sense. Buying quality track and a modern power source just make sense as the cost 
is low and safety factor is high. My two small boys will be playing with this and running a prewar 
rheostat is just asking for problems.  
 
Now back to the layout. We last left off with finishing up the table construction so let’s move on to 
track plans, layout material, wiring, decoration and of course running the trains. I went with a 
green indoor/outdoor carpet from the local home center. For less then $10 it looks good, fits well 
and leaves me plenty left over for other projects. You can see from the picture below I wrapped it 
around the top frame of the table to dress it up. 
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You will also notice from the picture I have my two “helpers”, Jake and Max supervising the 
project. The overall table height is 32” which is perfect for the kids. Right now they have small 
stepping stools they use to get a better view of the layout as well as a few benches to sit on.  
 
Once the carpet was installed the simple loop and short bridge were laid out, adjusted and then 
screwed down. I also screwed down any accessory that had mounting holes. This way the kids 
can play with the trains without causing any damage (at least it should reduce the damage!) I 
added a few insulated rails to active my accessories like the 99N control signal and 69 warning 
bell.  We added telegraph poles which along with the 69 warning bell and flag pole are 
MTH/Lionel Corp reproductions. For original accessories, I used a 120L tunnel, 155 freight shed, 
a 280 bridge and finally a 124 station. The figures are also original Barclays that add a little more 
fun to the layout.  
 

 
 
So now we have the finished layout, or should I say running layout. I don’t think a layout is ever 
truly finished. There’s always a new building, accessory, locomotive that the layout “needs” so it’s 
always changing and perhaps expanding. One thing I was planning on adding is a 129 terrace 
under the 124 station. Between the scarcity and price it’s not something I can’t invest in right now. 
Plus the overall size may be a problem with some of the other pieces on the layout. I would also 
like to add a small power station like a 436. But as you all know part of the fun with this hobby is 
the hunt for the parts.  
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When I first started this project I mentioned I would keep track of my budget and post a tally of the 
cost. Considering that the majority of the pieces used were already purchased years ago it would 
be difficult to give you all the numbers but I do have the final figures for what I purchased as well 
as the time frame from start to finish. 
 
For the budget, the table materials including the carpet came to $120. Which sounds like a lot for 
such a small layout but I did over build it as I know my boys will end up sitting on it, swinging from 
it, etc. Track set me back $62 as I bought new from USA Track LLC. This was well worth the 
money as their track goes together very easily and is high quality. I also spent $40 on a new 
transformer. It just made sense and of course is safer around the kids then an original prewar and 
rheostat setup. Accessories hit the wallet the most (remember I already had the trains which if I 
didn’t would have been the biggest cost) I spent a total of $405. The up side to this was the cost 
was spread out over a few months which does help. If I needed to add a train, you could easily 
double or triple that for a used set. The total puts me at $627 which again seems high but that’s 
for an entire layout minus the train. I’ve spent more then that on a locomotive over the years. 
 
The time line was very close to the article releases. I spread out the work over a few months and 
maybe spent a couple hours every few weeks on it. My boys enjoyed the build and if I tried to do 
more in a shorter time frame they may have lost interest. Realistically I could have completed the 
entire layout in a weekend if I had all the material ready to go. I did however like the breaks and 
taking my time. 
 

 
 
If you liked this article, stay tuned for the next waybill where I start the restoration of a Lionel #42 
dual motor locomotive.  
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Abandoned in 
METCA 

Hi MIGS! Here we are again, abandoned in METCA. Here’s an easy one for all of you MIGS 
playing along. Can you guess what and where it is? 

 

 


