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 Inside This Issue: 
Promoting our Train Collecting hobby can be fun. Read 

about Kevin Quinn’s experience when a production 

company came to his home to film his collection for 

broadcast on a future TV show. Well it is time once 

again to cast your votes for the Officers and directors of 

METCA. Scot Kienzlen has prepared a comprehensive 

candidate profiles in this issue. Please vote for the 

candidates of your choice. Here is the latest on METCA 

events. Our Banquet will be held on Saturday Nov. 2
nd

 

and Yes Howard Beach is back better than ever, 

Nov.16th Get your reserves in ASAP for Saturday Nov 

2
nd

 and Nov.16th.   So… grab a cup of coffee, thumb 

through and enjoy! 

Coming in the next Waybill: 
We will give you reports for the Banquet and the 

Howard Beach Show. Look for your story about Trains 

and the Christmas Holidays as well as info on events 

around the division for you. Oh and yes, we will give 

you the outcome of the biennial METCA elections. 

Articles from MIGS? Oh Yes!  

Asking for your help!  
 …This is your Waybill Folks! We want to hear from 

our MIGS about what they are doing it this hobby. Send 

us news, a photo(s), or a story. I want to see your name 

in the byline! Send your info to  laskowsl@optonline.net     

On The Cover: 
Kevin Quinn promoting train collecting and METCA for 

an upcoming TV show. If you forgot how great the 

Howard Beach show and the Banquet look, here’s a few 

photos to whet your appetite! How sweet it is!! 

http://www.metca.org/
http://clint@clintjefferies.com/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/METCA/
mailto:KidsClub@metca.org
mailto:Secretary%20@metca.org
http://www.tcamembers.org/membership/application.pdf
http://www.metca.org/documents/application.pdf
mailto:jluppino@traincollectors.org
http://www.traincollectors.org/
mailto:laskowsl@optonline.net
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What’s the difference between “cost” and “value”?  Later in this issue of the Waybill, you’ll 

read that TCA dues (the cost) are going up.  Some people won’t like it and some won’t mind it.  

I’m in that second category.  I get great value out of my TCA membership.  I get the reassurance 

of agreeing to a common set of standards when I conduct business with a fellow TCA member.  

I get value out of the TCA museum (even if I don’t get there as often as I should), knowing that 

I’m doing my part to preserve the history of what brings us together … toy trains.  I get value 

out of the friends I have made; and there are plenty of them.  I could go on and on regarding all 

the other things of value that the TCA provides.  If you don’t think there’s 

enough value in your TCA membership, please send me an email at 

lionelllc@hotmail.com and I’ll be happy to discuss with you how you get out of it what you put in to it. 

Here’s some BIG NEWS regarding METCA.  At the end of August 2013, METCA completed the 

purchase of the assets of Don Brill’s Train-O-Rama train show formerly run at the Dover NJ 

High School.  This included the mailing list, tables, signage, floor mats, etc., etc.  

Basically, everything you need to run a train show, except the muscle.  We had to clean 

out the previous storage locker in a short amount of time.  I can’t begin to thank enough 

those members that helped me move the tables.   In no particular order, they are:  Kevin 

Quinn, Norb Hornstein, David Hobson, Mike Del Vecchio, and Ben Fioriello.  Ben really stepped up to the plate and 

got the use of a truck and trailer to make our job easier.  Ben also burned the midnight oil (so to speak) with me getting 

the last bits and pieces taken care of.  Thank you, each and every one of you.  This will help us restart our efforts of 

running a train show in NJ.  Mike Rosenberg and Bob Dobrowolski have offered to help run a new NJ show.  We just 

need to find a location.  Please, help us help you.  We need your help finding a location. 

Finally, in this issue of the Waybill, you’ll read the bios of those running for 2014-2015 METCA offices.  Look for your 

ballot in the mail later in September and PLEASE return it.  Please VOTE !!!  Also, you don’t have to be a member of the 

Board of Directors (BOD) to be involved with the Division.  Anyone is more than welcome to be involved, regardless if 

your name is on the Division letterhead or not.  Reach out to us, we want what you want … a great train experience. 

 
Welcome to the fall 2013 Waybill. In this issue we are focusing on train collecting. Kevin Quinn 

recently had an opportunity to be interviewed and his collection filmed for a TV show presentation on 

train collecting. Kevin discusses the details and the process to record the interview and collection. 

Election Committee chairman Scot Kienzlen has assembled your package of candidate bios for your 

METCA Biennial election of officers and directors. Please vote!  Make your plans to attend the 2013 

Banquet on November 2
nd

 at the NJ Hi-Railers. The best news is that Howard Beach is Back! Mark your 

calendars for November 16
th
. The next Waybill will feature Layout building and Christmas Layouts    so 

let’s have some stories and photos of what our readers are doing on their layouts. Are you inspired? In the meantime, 

enjoy this edition of the Waybill. I hope you like it.   
 

 
METCA invites your youngsters to sign up for the TCA Kid’s Club. It’s a 

great way for your children and grandchildren to learn about toy trains and 

how the hobby works. Membership is free to all children up to age 18 

sponsored by a TCA member.  At age 18, Kid’s Club members can convert 

their membership into a full TCA membership. 

Membership registrations are available now. These members will receive a 

membership certificate, membership card and periodic Kid’s Club 

newsletters. Join now! 

At METCA shows, there usually are activities for the youngsters such as Train Races which are sponsored by METCA’s 

kid’s club. So take advantage of this program and be part of the fun. 

mailto:lionelllc@hotmail.com
http://tcamembers.org/kids/join.shtml


 4 

 
On July 21, at the home of Ben Fioriello on Staten Island, we had a combined METCA BOD 

and 2015 Convention Meeting.  Of course, Trips and Tours are a large part of the Convention, 

so much discussion focused on that.  However, we’re really getting close to crunch time, so 

our discussions covered and touched on all the various areas in need for the convention.  If 

you’re able to help, whether it’s in the planning stages or for a day or two in June 2015, please 

let us know.  Send me an email at lionelllc@hotmail.com or Scot at friendlytm@hotmail.com  

As Don used to say; “Remember, this is a BIG DEAL, a really BIG DEAL.  Be a part of it!”  

And while we are talking conventions, our friends in the Atlantic Division will be hosting 

the 60
th
 annual TCA convention in Philadelphia June 21-28

th
 2014. The host hotel is the 

Crowne Plaza Hotel, located in Cherry Hill, NJ. Check out their convention website, 

http://www.adtca.com/2014-convention . Put the dates on your calendar and make your 

plans to participate at this event. It’s nearby and its fun!  If you’re thinking “2 conventions 

in NJ in 2 years, what’s up with that?”, you should realize that one is very much about 

Philadelphia and one is very much about New York.  It just so happens that both hotels are 

     in the Garden State.  

Updates on Long Island METCA shows--------Good News folks!! Howard Beach is back!! We hope better than 

ever. The date is Saturday November 16
th
 from 8am -2pm at St Helen’s Parish hall. We have been getting great 

interest from the show’s vendors. If you have reserved tables, please remit the table fee to Bob Amling as soon as you 

can. Remember, if you reserve three tables, the fourth table is no charge. Once again we will be having train racing 

events for the youngsters. Bring your locomotive or use ours. We hope to have three display layouts from the Nassau 

Lionel Operating Engineers, the Sunrise Modular Railroad club and the Long Island Trolley Society. And I am 

hearing that those Sausage and Pepper heroes will again be on the menu.  Oh and did I mention the free coffee? So 

mark your calendars and let’s see all of you at this METCA show. We need folks to help with the show so if you can 

help, let Bob Amling know.  

 

Bulletin!!..... As many of you know, the passing of Don Brill brought a temporary halt to the great Train o Rama 

shows he ran for 37 years.  METCA has just concluded the purchase of the assets of the Don Brill Train-O-Rama Train 

Show formerly held at the Dover High School in Dover NJ.  You'll hear more about the restarting of northern New 

Jersey train shows in the near future.  Watch for some exciting news about the rebirth of New Jersey METCA shows! 
 
 

mailto:lionelllc@hotmail.com
mailto:friendlytm@hotmail.com
http://www.adtca.com/2014-convention
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It's that time of the year again, METCA needs your help; financially as well as your physical help. First I want 

to say thank you to all those that have been taking the 5 year dues option! You save METCA supplies, printing 

and mailing costs! If your membership card shows valid through 12/31/2013; your dues are due very shortly. All 

those paying their dues by 11/1/2013, will be able to pick up their new membership cards at the Howard beach 

show! Now for the physical part; whatever your expertise, METCA NEEDS YOUR HELP! Running the 

division and train shows takes a lot of work and knowledge; but that pales to running a TCA convention. Come 

on out and get involved! You will be glad that you did!!  

 

METCA annual dues are still $5.Why not renew for multiple years and not worry about if you did renew when 

you see this Waybill message. Your $25 check for example, renews your membership through 12/31/2018 and 

multiple years’ dues payments will be protected from any future dues increases.  Remember if you wish to 

continue receiving the Waybill print version, please include an additional $10 for each year of your renewal. 

Payments should be made in check form payable to METCA and mailed to: METCA Secretary 2023 Coyle St 

Brooklyn, NY 11229-4013. Any questions may be directed to Bob Amling at secretary@metca.org or by phone 

718-541-8619." 

 E-Waybills now have extra content. This is the norm when there’s more content than will fit on the number of 

pages that can be mailed at standard postage costs. In the future other special features may also be added to the 

E-Waybill. If you would like to receive the Waybill electronically, send your Email address to the METCA 

Secretary Bob Amling at secretary@metca.org. 

 

Don't forget to update your METCA and TCA personal information when you change your email, telephone or 

home address. 

 

TCA yearly dues have been increased.. Starting immediately, annual member dues will be $50. Dues for Family 

members, formerly $1.00 have increased to $2.00. Kids Club members who turn their Kids Club membership 

into a full TCA member will pay $25.00 as will Associate members. The last dues increase was six years ago. 

So why is an increase required? For the Fiscal Year 2013-14 the total TCA budgeted expenses per dues paying 

member is  $62.89. Each member will pay $50 in dues and receive $62.89 in benefits. Treasurer Bob Mintz. and 

Operations Manager John Luppino, studied TCA finance needs for the next 20 years. The study showed that 

members receive services valued at greater than the $35 annual dues. These services include the TCA Quarterly 

magazine, TCA Headquarters News, five issues, the Toy Train Reference Library (TTRL), the National Toy 

Train Museum (NTTM), operating costs of the national headquarters office and staff, and maintenance of TCA 

headquarters site. The study examined future needs to maintain the physical plant for the NTTM, the TTRL, and 

the TCA office in Strasburg Pennsylvania. Facility aging required some roof replacements and some air-

conditioning replacements in 2012. Treasurer Mintz recommended a financial reserve to cover future physical 

plant repair, maintenance and replacements.  

 

New TCA member initiation fee is suspended indefinitely.  

 

Collector DASH has proposed to partner with TCA, offering members, free access to their website capabilities 

http://www.collector-modeltrains.com/dash/home/.. Collector DASH offers services at three levels of capability 

to everyone. They propose to offer all TCA members their mid-level (level B) for free. The levels are: 

A. low level provides collection management capabilities; 

B. mid-level provides collection management and android/iPhone apps and an eBay like auction capability; 

C. high-level (available for purchase by TCA members) provides access to value guides and reports. 

javascript:main.compose('new','t=secretary@metca.org')
http://www.collector-modeltrains.com/dash/home/


 6 

 
 

WECOME ABOARD! 

 

The following individuals residing within the boundaries of the Metropolitan Division have made application 

for member status in the Train Collectors Association, TCA. METCA welcomes you and wishes you a great 

train experience. Please consider becoming part of METCA and participate and enjoy our division activities. 
 

13-68714, Albee, Steve, Oceanside, NY, 11572 

13-69232, Altruda, Paul F., Manalapan, NJ, 07726 

13-69160, Baggetta, Salvatore, Ronkonkoma, NY, 11779 

13-68855, Ballas, Chris, Spring Lake Heights, NJ, 07762 

13-68768, Balzarini, Robert, Bayside Hills, NY, 11364 

13-68598, Beckerman, Richard, White Plains, NY, 10605 

13-69098, Berman, Jerome, Dix Hills, NY, 11746 

13-69465, Boreale, Frederick, Butler, NJ, 07405 

13-68701, Brunswick, Richard, East Rockaway, NY, 11518 

13-68700, Calabrese, Renard, Saddle Brook, NJ, 07663-5943 

13-69408, Cardone, Richard, Staten Island, NY, 10309 

13-69270, Cassone, Anthony P.Jr. Southold, NY, 11971 

13-69435, Chimblo, Frank M.Sr.Riverside, CT, 06878-0355 

13-69343, Ciavarella, Andrew, Wantagh, NY, 11793-2607 

13-68716, Coakley, Scott, Leonardo, NJ, 07737 

13-68597, Cook, Robert T., Lodi, NJ, 07644 

13-68957, Cornett, Johnny W., Mt. Sinai, NY, 11766-1722 

13-68950, Costello, Peter, Brooklyn, NY, 11215 

13-69142, Cuozzo, Richard, Harriman, NY, 10926 

13-68868, Davanzo, Frank J., Copiague, NY, 11726 

13-68998, DeCanio, Paul J., Brentwood, NY, 11717 

13-69128, DeYoung, Jim, Oakridge NJ, 07438 

13-69476, DiPalo, Joseph A., Pleasant Valley, NY, 12569 

13-68793, Doyle, William J., III, Hampton Bays, NY, 11946 

13-68833, Dysart, Art, Bloomsbury NJ, 08804 

13-69327, Flay, Kevin F.Jr. Bellmore, NY, 11710 

13-69009, Fortunato, Carl, Aberdeen, NJ, 07747 

13-68800, Friscia, Vincent A., Westbury, NY, 11590 

13-68831, Germaske, William, Raritan, NJ, 08869-1318 

13-69087, Gold, Richard, Carmel, NY, 10512 

13-68875, Gorman, James W., Larchmont, NY, 10538 

13-68787, Gracalone, Joseph, Staten Island, NY, 10309 

13-68846, Graf, Michael J., Oakland, NJ, 07436 

13-69205, Grocki, John, New Hyde Park, NY, 11040 

13-68803, Grudzinski, R., Matawan, NJ, 07747-3317 

13-69453, Hall, Dennis P., Piscataway, NJ, 08854-6054 

13-69415, Hamilton, Albert E., East Quogue, NY, 11942 

13-69365, Hammerl, Paul, Kingston, NY, 12401 

13-68737, Hannigan, Janet M., Oceanside, NY, 11572 

13-69039, Hartmann, Jeff, West Babylon, NY, 11704 

13-69273, Havir, Deborah, Mahopac, NY, 10541 

13-68746, Heller, Cynthia R., Gillette, NJ, 07933 

13-68965, Herschman, Andrew, Randolph, NJ, 07869 

13-69381, Holowach, Ted, Blauvelt, NY, 10913-0170 

13-69255, Johnson, Barry, Port Washington, NY, 11050 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13-68838, Justiniano, John, Warwick, NY, 10990 

13-68766, Kagan, Isaac, Oceanside, NY, 11572 

13-69151, Kocnoski, Joseph, Colts Neck, NJ, 07722 

13-68863, Lahoz, Antonio R, Fairview, NJ, 07022 

13-68871, Lambert, Benjamin D.Jr, Neshanic Station, NJ,  

                 08853-4471 

13-69470, Lauro, Frank, Manorville, NY, 11949 

13-69032, LaVoie, Paul J., Washingtonville, NY, 10992-2016 

13-69329, LeFante, Anthony, Somerset, NJ, 08873 

13-69206, Losi, Stephen, New Hyde Park, NY, 11040 

13-69207, Losi, Craig, New Hyde Park, NY, 11040 

13-68728, Magnavito, Anthony L, Staten Island, NY, 10308 

13-69101, Mastellone, Andrew, Carlstadt, NJ, 07072 

13-69272, Mather, Mia, New York, NY, 10024 

13-69137, McCormack, Bede, Brooklyn, NY, 11218 

13-69165, Moschello, Rich, Basking Ridge, NJ, 07920 

13-68889, Ogno, Mario Jr., Brooklyn, NY, 11228-1215 

13-69271, O'Neill, Harold Jr., Wharton, NJ, 07885 

13-68735, Onorevole, Richard, Clifton, NJ, 07012-1535 

13-69038, Orsag, Janet, Morristown, NJ, 07960 

13-68932, Paashaus, Daniel B., Cottekill, NY, 12419 

13-69309, Pastore, Matthew, Centereach, NY, 11720 

13-69145, Peppers, Jerry P., Scarsdale, NY, 10583 

13-69185, Pitney, Douglas, Chatham, NJ, 07928 

13-68933, Poulos, John W., Islip, NY, 11751-3916 

13-68619, Puccio, Charles, Farmingville, NY, 11738 

13-68765, Raffaelli, Thomas, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 

13-69291, Reimer, Peter, Lambertville, NJ, 08530 

13-69130, Rossback, Richard A., Oakridge, NJ, 07438 

13-68711, Rubio, Raynal, Parlin, NJ, 08857 

13-69368, Salamone, Sr., Ralph E., Sag Harbor, NY 11963 

13-68826, Schwabenbauer, Douglas, Whitestone, NY 11357 

13-69328, Seitz, John, Deer Park, NY, 11729 

13-68799, Staniszewski, Joseph, N. Babylon, NY, 11703 

13-68896, Tschiember, Bob, North Merrick, NY, 11566 

13-69319, Turner, Ira, Melville, NY, 11747 

13-69450, Urban, William, Elmont, NY, 11003 

13-68767, Urbanski, Matthew L, Brooklyn, NY, 11215 

13-68789, Vopasek, Frank, Little Ferry, NJ, 07643 

13-69031, Walker, Joseph, Massapequa Park, NY, 11762 

13-68970, Wallace, William J., Oceanside, NY, 11572 

13-68628, Willner, Peter D., Saddle River, NJ, 07458 

13-68720, Wolff, Beverly, Berkeley Heights, NJ , 07922 

13-68853, Young, James D., Wayside, NJ, 07712 
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Back in March, 2013, I received an email from Bob Amling that he received from Ms. Catherine May.  

Catherine was looking for a train collector that would be interested in their new show called "Collectors".  I 

spoke to Bob about it and then called Catherine in Toronto, Canada.  The name of her television company, 

Architect Films, is something I would become quite familiar with over the next 2-1/2 months.  That's about how 

long it took to set up the logistics for shooting my train collection for her TV show.  I had sent her about 30 

pictures of my collection (pre & post war) in which she picked for starters about a dozen different pieces that 

interested her. Some of the pieces she picked out were my 1931 standard gauge BLUE COMET, my 1912 #10 

INTERURBAN, my 1918 #156 O gauge engine, my set of STEPHEN GIRARD cars, my 1913 set of 

180/181/182 cars, my #5 & #6 1915 standard gauge steam engines, my 1915 #29 DAY car, my #300 HELL 

GATE BRIDGE, my 1959 #58 rotary snow plow, my 1956 #2360 CONGRESSIONAL set, & my 1947 #726 

steam engine. There were more trains included by the end of the TV shooting.  I helped her with the research 

and information about the dozen she picked, also including history of the hobby and the manufacturers that 

made trains.   Catherine was fascinated with my information and was a little overwhelmed at first, not realizing 

the extent and history of train collecting.  At one point in one of our phone conversations I told her that and 

entire series could be devoted to the hobby of train collecting.  After all the research and logistics we settled 

upon dates in June for the shooting.  

 

 On the morning of June 3rd, the director, Michelle, 

pulled up to my house.  After introductions she sat me 

down and we went over all the information that I gave 

them. Michelle then in turn explained to me how this 

would work.  She gave me tips about being on camera 

and what to say and what not to say.  While I was being 

educated in the filming world, her crew of 6 had taken 

over the house.  Equipment was staged in the garage 

then moved throughout the house.  Lighting was set up, 

wire and cables stretched, sound checks taken, & 

cameras were set up and we started filming.  June 3rd 

was a 12 hour day of filming.  As long as the day was it 

went by rather quickly.  Michelle and her crew were 

very professional and very respectful of my house and 

most important my train collection.   
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They were impressed at the size and how I had the collection displayed. They were shocked even more when I 

told them that what they were filming is only a portion of the collection. The host of the show, Andrew, was 

blown away when he first walked in and saw the train 

collection.   Andrew, Michelle and I got along real 

well.  There was laughing and fun even though this 

was a job to them.  

 One of Michelle's toughest jobs was to keep me in 

line. That was difficult enough for her.  Her next task 

was getting me to open up about the hobby I enjoy so 

very much.  She tried very hard to pull out my personal 

feelings about the hobby and how it affected me from 

the time I was a 3 year old playing with trains to the 

grown adult with a very large and expensive collection.  

I credited my father(Ed Quinn) and my Uncle {Jerry 

Quinn) with starting me on the incredible adventure of 

train collecting.  I also credited my wife, Renee', with 

putting up with me and my trains.  Those who know 

me recognize that's not an easy task.   I also tried to give as much promotion to the TCA & METCA. Michelle 

had corrected me that I cannot promote organizations and individuals many times.  After a while she would just 

say "cut" and throw me a look.  Andrew and I would just laugh.  The long day of discussing prewar & post war 

trains from different manufacturers ended with smiles and handshakes.  

 

On the afternoon of June 9th, the second crew arrived 

to shoot the remaining items.  This was a different 

crew. They shot all the close ups and details of me and 

the collection.  They filmed just about every item in 

my collection.  They even mounted a camera on my 

unfinished layout and filmed trains running.  They 

were having a blast.  Even after the camera shifted and 

derailed the flat car and trains next to it.  The camera 

man's name was Ian. Also from Canada, Ian told me of 

his childhood playing with trains his dad got him.  He 

was more excited when he found the exact set he had 

as a child on my shelves.  Needless to say that got 

plenty of camera time too.  After 6 hours of filming 

and playing with trains it was a wrap.  They had shot 

enough film of me and the collection for their show.  I 

don't want to give all the details of what happened that 

way you have watch the show when it airs.   I will 

forward dates and times as I get them.  

I learned a lot on how a TV show is produced and they learned a lot about our great hobby of train collecting.  

This was a great experience and opportunity for me. This would not have happened if it was not for our great 

organizations, TCA & METROPOLITAN DIVISION. 

  

KEVIN QUINN 
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Summer is coming to a close and it’s time to see what’s happening at Long Island Model Railroad clubs for the fall 

winter train season. 

 

 Steve Scagnelli of the Trainmasters of Babylon club reports that 

the club’s new address120 Schmitt Blvd in Farmingdale. NY. 

TMB has just completed their new 4,400 Sq. Ft. room train room. 

Their train space will be 50' x 70' and the layout design will have 

2 main lines 4 Branch lines and a logging line. TMB will have a 

limited open house schedule featuring our modular layout, the 

HBO Sopranos Layout and a modular layout just built for the 

Planting Fields Arboretum which will go on sale immediately 

after. Open house dates are Nov 30, Dec 1 of 2013 and Jan 4 &5 

of 2014. The club’s location is convenient to the LIE so come out 

and help with benchwork. Now is your chance to get in on the 

ground floor and participate in the layout building as well as 

accumulating a bunch of friends who like you are into trains.   

 

Central Operating Lines is moving along with a new layout at 

their new home located at 50A Carlough Road in Bohemia NY, 

near the Long Island MacArthur airport. It is a larger location and 

yes the new layout is larger. Work is well underway with a 

bigger new layout with roadbed, track and bridge construction 

moving along. Most of the structures from the previous layout 

are being re-used on the layout. New ones are planned as well. 

The club is very close to running trains on the new layout. Hard 

to imagine but construction on this layout began just about 6 

months earlier Well done COL! Plans for open houses are not 

firm as of this writing. Be sure to check back on the COL website 

www.coltrains.com for more info and for their swap meet dates. 

 

From Bob Trnka we hear that the Nassau Lionel Operating 

Engineers have construction well underway on an urban city 

on the south end of the layout. The city is being built above 

the existing tracks. Estimated completion date is the end of 

2014. The club has also started installing signals on the 

layout. About 300 are planned altogether. The club has 

scheduled open houses for the first two weekends in 

December.  More info at the club website http://nloe.org/  

 

The Railroad Museum of Long Island has partnered with the 

Strasburg Railroad to restore its LIRR G5s Number 39 to 

operation. They are raising funds to help fund the restoration.  

Contributions toward this effort are most welcome. The 

museum continues its weekend visitor schedule at both Riverhead and Greenport though Columbus Day. Holiday events 

are planned in December. The Lionel layout is in full operation for model railroaders of all ages.  Check their website 

http://www.rmli.us/RMLI/Welcome.html  for details. You can get there by LIRR or travel between Riverhead and 

Greenport by LIRR So check the RR schedule at http://lirr42.mta.info/.  

 

Well that is the news from Long Island. Hope to see you out here soon at our clubs.   

http://www.coltrains.com/
http://nloe.org/
http://www.rmli.us/RMLI/Welcome.html
http://lirr42.mta.info/
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                                                         METCA 2013 Election for the 2014-2015 term 

NOMINEES:  

President:  
Stuart Rankin 87-25191 LionelLLC@hotmail.com 

I am married with 3 daughters.  I am a structural engineer with an office in New York City.  

TCA National Experience: 
Internet Committee – 2004 to Present (Chairman 2012 to Present); Standards Committee – 2007 to 

Present; Convention Car Committee – 2010 to Present; Executive Committee – 2012 to Present; 

Finance Committee – 2013 to Present; National BOD Alternate – June 2011; Author of multiple 

articles for eTrain, the TCA online magazine 

TCA METCA Division Experience:  
President – 2012 to 2013; Vice President – 2010 to 2011; Treasurer – 2008 to 2009; Bylaws Committee (Rules and Regulations) – 

2007 to Present; Division Car Chairman – 2007 to Present; 2015 Convention Co-Host 

Author of several articles for The Waybill, the METCA Division Newsletter. 

METCA Goals:  
As President, I intend to address several of the challenges that METCA is currently facing.  First, we need to restart our train show 

program.  We’ve already scheduled our Howard Beach train show, now that hurricane Sandy is mostly behind us, but we still need 

someone to really lead that effort.  Likewise, we’re trying to locate a viable option for the return of a train show to New Jersey.  Both 

of these events will help keep us in the public eye.  Also, I am planning on undertaking a new activity for METCA, which is to run a 

Boy Scout Railroading Merit Badge activity day.  In fact, I have already begun the legwork and should finalize the program soon. 

Personal Appeal:  
As a member of various National committees, I have direct contact and communication with our National Officers and Business 

Office.  Additionally, as a member of the Executive Committee, I am in a position to formulate the direction of the TCA on a regular 

basis.  I will use this experience and these networking contacts for the benefit of TCA Members.  I am pushing National to cut costs as 

well as to generate income that does put the burden on our membership.  Several of my ideas have been implemented, saving TCA 

thousands of dollars.  More are in the works.  I urge you to vote in this election, regardless of which candidate(s) you vote for.  Please 

get involved.  I look forward to the support of the Division. 

Vice President: 

Kevin J. Quinn 

Rochelle Park NJ, 07662 

Objective: Serve METCA members on the Division’s Board of Directors 

Work Experience     

New Jersey Transit-- Hoboken Terminal Yardmaster, 2003 to present  

 Locomotive Engineer – 12/96- 2003 

NYS & W Railway—Locomotive Engineer- 9/93 to 12/96 

METCA Experience  

TCA member since 1998; Metca BoD member 2005 to 2009~ instrumental in developing current division standards; Garfield Show 

Committee-2006; Garfield Show Chairman - September 2007 to Jan  2010; set up and represented Metca with a display table at 

various train shows in Metca territory. METCA Member of the Year. Member, 2015 TCA Convention Registration Committee.   

Organizations 
Stamford Model RR Club; US Coast Guard- 1990-1998 Honorable Discharge; Rochelle Park Vol. Fire Dept.- 1984-2001; Boy Scouts 

of America Troop 114- 1975 to present; Eagle Scout 1982 

METCA Goals:  
Expand Metca’s presence in the metro area; Build a relationship between Metca and local train shops; Continue the Metca table 

promoting TCA & Metca at train shows; Assist in the 2015 convention process. 

mailto:LionelLLC@hotmail.com
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Secretary: 

Bob Amling TCA 80-15029 rea.ra@verizon.net   

Professional Career:  

The last 17 years of my 42 years in the Bell System were spent as a Senior Network Engineer. My duties 

included identifying and reporting on Harms to the Network. I facilitated and participated in approximately 

10 industry meetings a year which included presenting information to the attendees and takings notes at the 

meetings in order to provide a report to my customers on the progress of each meeting.  I believe that these 

skills will be very useful in handling the duties of the METCA Secretary. 

METCA Activities 
I Joined METCA in 1980, and then rejoined in 2007 when the new BOD found their way to NY. On the day I rejoined METCA, I 

signed on to host METCA’s first Train Show in NY. That first show was in November 2007 and was the first TCA show in NYC. 

Since then I have run 7 more METCA shows in NY. The show reports in the Waybill have shown that each show has been more 

successful than the last. The innovations that I have established for the NY Shows are being considered for the New Jersey shows. 

My other activities on behalf of METCA include:  

I have established EBAY and PayPal accounts for METCA and have used those accounts to sell METCA items as well as receive 

dues payments. I established METCA as a Non-Profit entity on EBAY to facilitate reduced listing charges.  

I participated in the writing of METCA’s By-laws and the METCA BOD Policy Book 

I have been your METCA Secretary since January 2010. During that time I have administered the METCA membership database, 

scheduled, provided the agenda, participated in and recorded METCA BOD Meetings, taken a lead role in METCA’s effort to 

coordinate with train clubs on LI. I expanded METCA’s use of email communication; and when the BOD approved an electronic 

Waybill, I made it happen. In addition to the secretary’s duties, I have provided input for the establishment of a Recruitment and 

Retention committee; Assisted the Division Car Chairman with the design and shipping of the METCA division cars; Reached out to 

TCA members by way of a survey, to find ways to better our METCA Meets; Represented METCA at the 2012 RMLI Railroad 

Festival; Co-Chaired the METCA 50
th

 Anniversary Party. One of METCA’s Member of the Year. 

I have always wanted METCA to be involved on Long Island and I thank the current BOD for making this possible. I believe that as 

Secretary, I can help METCA become an even greater success and continue to make METCA’s presence matter in NY. 

Treasurer:  

Jeffery Corrick clint@clintjefferies.com  

METCA activities:  
I’m currently serving on the BOD as Treasurer, as well as Webmaster for both the METCA and 2015 

Convention websites. 

A transplant to the Big Apple, I grew up in a small town in Kansas, attended college in San Diego, and 

then returned to my home town to start a theatrical touring company.  After 7 years touring 16 

Midwestern states, I pulled up stakes and moved to NYC in 1985, where I founded Wings Theatre 

Company and still serve as its Artistic Director.  In the ‘real world,’ I’m Permissions Manager for 

Penguin Random House, one of the ‘big five’ publishers. I now live in Harlem with my partner Stephen 

(also one of the METCA MIGS) and Scarlett – a slightly damaged alley cat. 

My Uncle helped me put together my first train layout in about 2
nd

 grade (a 4x8 sheet of plywood) which grew and expanded over the 

years.  Then, after nearly a 30-year hiatus, I started tinkering with the layout again. Before I quite knew what hit me, I found myself 

knee-deep in York, TCA, TCS, METCA, LOTS, eBay, train conventions and cruises… I sort of jumped in with both feet.  I now 

operate both a postwar O-gauge layout and a Standard Gauge layout.  I have a modest, but eclectic collection of toy trains, 1900 – 

1969.  I also maintain a toy train website with layout and collection photos, as well as how-to’s and reference material. I’m excited 

about the upcoming 2015 convention, and plan to do all I can to help make it one of the best ever.  

I see all sorts of possibilities ahead for METCA.  Under the current leadership the division has come an incredible distance in a few 

short years. We can keep that momentum going by continued outreach to expand our membership…  Build on our already successful 

meets and events…  And most important, find ways to introduce a new generation in the World’s Greatest Hobby.  

But there’s one thing about METCA I hope always stays the same.  I’m not sure what you call it…  The friendliness – the camaraderie 

– maybe “the vibe.”  Every METCA gathering just seems infused with such good-will and fun, a welcoming, open atmosphere, and 

great folks who love playing with trains.  That’s what really got me involved, and to me, what an organization like this is all about. 

mailto:rea.ra@verizon.net
mailto:clint@clintjefferies.com
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Directors: 

Sam Deo Email: eusdesa@yahoo.com    

PERSONAL INFO: I have been married to my lovely wife Donna for 7 years. We have two children, 

Jake is 2 ½ and Max is 9 months old. I was born and raised in northern NJ and still live in the area today. I 

am an Engineer for a wireless communications company and have been with the company for 17 years. 

 

HOBBY-RELATED EXPERIENCE:  My interest in trains started at a young age, but it wasn’t until 

my late 20’s I decided to focus on prewar tinplate O and Std. gauge trains. I have a small layout that I run 

but plan to expand soon. My other hobbies include playing guitar, working on my 1956 Chevy pick-up and renovating our house 
 

METCA Experience: I have been an active member of TCA and METCA since 2005. I have served as the Treasurer for METCA 

from 2011 to 2013. Prior to Treasurer I was the Meet and Greet Chairman and member of the past two election committees. 
 

METCA Goals: I would like to see METCA continue to grow as a division and expand its portfolio of events and activities, and see 

METCA host more events outside of shows such as layout displays in children’s hospitals. As our lives become more focused on new 

forms of media and communication, METCA must follow this course. We have a great start with our Facebook page and Twitter 

account as well as our website but this needs to move forward and  
 

PERSONAL APPEAL: I’ve seen METCA change over the years into something we can all be proud of. But for METCA to be 

successful, we need to change with the times. If elected as a member of the board I plan to push for METCA’s change with new media 

opportunities but retain our heritage and past by not forgetting where we came from but instead embracing it and using it to help 

propel us forward. 

 

Lawrence M Laskowski   laskowsl@optonline.net  

PERSONAL INFO:  
My lovely wife Veronica and I have two wonderful children and 6 beautiful 

Grandchildren. I am retired from a 42 year professional career in the Electric Utility 

Industry. In my most recent position as Department Manager of Distribution 

Engineering for Con Edison’s Brooklyn/Queens Region, I had technical 

responsibility for all electric distribution systems serving more than 1.6 million 

electric energy customers in the region.  
 

HOBBY-RELATED EXPERIENCE:  

I am playing with trains since the 1950’s. A TCA member for 22 years.  I am a current member and a past officer as Secretary of the 

Central Operating Lines Model Railroad Club of Bohemia NY, where I have worked to increase METCA and TCA participation and 

membership in the club. I am the editor and publisher of Central Operating Lines monthly Newsletter, “The Whistle Stop News”. 

METCA Experience: 
 I am currently a member of METCA’s Board of Directors, the Editor of METCA’s quarterly Newsletter, the Waybill and contribute 

the column “The Long Island Sounds” to that newsletter. I also serve as the Chairman of METCA’s Advertising Committee, 

Chairman of METCA’s Scholarship Committee, Co-Chairman of METCA’s Annual Banquet Event and am a member of METCA’s 

2015 National TCA convention Planning Committee and a member of METCA’s module group to promote modular railroading 

within the METCA division. 
 

METCA GOALS:  
I would work for METCA to extend its outreach into the region by promoting new METCA events and initiatives and to involve 

METCA MIGS in the formulation and makeup of these events so that they become events that do what METCA folks would like to 

see in a METCA event.  I would work for METCA events to reach out to kids, young folks and their parents to promote the hobby and 

METCA through informational presentations on train operation and collecting, clinic style presentations and hands on projects for first 

time layout builders and the application and use of basic command control systems for Hi-Rail trains.  
 

PERSONAL APPEAL:  
I have liked all toy trains from the newest technologically equipped models to those basic models from times past. I particularly enjoy 

when there’s something that I can help a fellow trainee with to help enhance the enjoyment of our hobby and to expand their 

understanding and knowledge of the hobby. 

mailto:eusdesa@yahoo.com
mailto:laskowsl@optonline.net
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Directors, Cont’d. 

Ben Fioriello Bluelinec4@yahoo.com 

PERSONAL INFO:  

I am married with two children and five grandchildren.  I will be starting my own hockey team.  I am retired from IBM after 32 years of service and 

am currently an IT Specialist with a major Brokerage firm. 

HOBBY-RELATED EXPERIENCE:   

I served two years on the Board of Directors with METCA   I have been the President of the NJ HiRailers train club in Paterson NJ since 2006. 

METCA GOALS:  

My goal is to show as many people as possible the joys of Model Railroading through local shows and special events. 

 

Bob Dobrowolski   OScale2R@gmail.com 

Personal:  
53 yrs. old.  I am a Systems Analyst for a major specialty fastener company.  Married with three children who are all veterans. 

METCA Experience:  
Served on the Board of Directors during the ‘reboot’ years of 2007-2009 as Membership Committee Chair. 

Show Chairman for the METCA Garfield show beyond that. 

Hobby Experience:  
I have been a model railroader for the past 45+ years starting with Lionel trains.  My current focus is with O Scale in both standard 

and narrow gauges with an emphasis on the Southern Pacific Railroad.   

METCA Goals: 
 I think it’s important that METCA stay to the forefront of hobby activity in the area. I would like to help METCA get a show going 

again in New Jersey.  I would also like to help keep METCA members involved and engaged in division activities. 

A Personal Plea from the METCA Election Committee Chair                        

The gentlemen listed above are worthy of your time and attention, and to get to know personally. Most have been at the 

forefront of getting this division active and functioning over the past 10 years. Except for write-in votes, they run 

unopposed, and this concerns me greatly. As you can see they, as you, have families and jobs and lives away from 

METCA. A concern for all of them is, from where is the next generation of METCA leadership coming? Will we see 

this division shrivel up again? I am personally distressed at the fact that exceptionally few from the division have shown 

any sort of interest in keeping what started in 2004, to continue. The METCA division is geographically in the cradle of 

toy train development and production. There are STILL manufacturers in our area; few divisions in TCA can make that 

claim.  

I’ve heard the reasoning, ‘well I support the division by purchasing the fundraising cars’. For your purchase and support, 

we ARE grateful. But money doesn’t run the division; people do. The METCA Division is rich with membership and 

talent; YOUR talent. I urge YOU to step up NOW and be counted among those who care. 

Election ballots and instructions for returning the ballot (it IS a secret ballot~ no one on the Election Committee has a 

vested interest in the outcome) will be sent to METCA Members In Good Standing (our MIGS) in September. Please be 

sure your division dues are up to date; it’s but a mere $5.00 per year and the ONLY way you will receive a ballot. If 

you’re unsure, please contact our Division Secretary, rea.ra@verizon.net  for confirmation. His phone number is listed in 

this (and every) issue of The Waybill. 

Voting commences on the day you receive your ballot; all voting closes on Thursday, October 31, 2013 at midnight. 

Results will be published in the next Waybill.   Thank you for your participation! 

mailto:Bluelinec4@yahoo.com
mailto:OScale2R@gmail.com
mailto:rea.ra@verizon.net


14 

9.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Order NOW – First Come – First Served – Only 230 Available 

 

The Metropolitan Division of the Train Collectors Association is proud to offer a limited edition Modell’s 

TOFC.  Modell's Sporting Goods is America's oldest, family-owned and operated retailer of sporting 

goods, athletic footwear, active apparel and fan gear for the athlete and fan in all of us.  Founded in 1889 

by Morris A. Modell, the first Modell's store was located on Cortlandt Street in lower Manhattan, NYC. 

Four generations of the Modell family have developed the family business into a chain of over 150 stores 

throughout the Northeast.  Modell's Sporting Goods operates stores throughout New York, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia 

and the District of Columbia. The trailer is modeled after the actual trailers used by Modell’s and rides on 

a New York & Atlantic Railway flatcar.  Only 230 of these Railking TOFCs by MTH Electric Trains 

(Item # 30-76530) will be available.  Please act quickly; no additional quantities will be made! 

Available exclusively from METCA.  

Anticipated delivery April, 2014 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
All checks or money orders must be in U.S. funds.  Make checks payable to METCA. 

 
Mail to: METCA Division Car 

c/o Rich Levow 

2475 Army Place 

Bellmore, NY  11710 

Your cancelled check will be your only receipt. 

Please return the below form with payment. 

Offer limited to TCA members only. 

Please print clearly 

Questions? Email: DivisionCar@METCA.org                Order Form Online at www.METCA.org  

------ cut here ---------------------- cut here ---------------------- cut here ----------------------- cut here ------ 
I would like _____ Modell’s New York & Atlantic TOFC’s at $59.00 ea. $_______________ 

Shipping on First Car $_______________ 

Shipping on Additional Cars is $4.00 each $_______________ 

AK, HI, and Canada add $5.00.  Foreign Orders add $10.00. (Per order) $_______________ 

Donation to the METCA 2015 Convention Fund. Any amount is appreciated $_______________ 

Join METCA or Renew.  Pay 2014 METCA Dues* (optional) $_______________ 

Total $_______________ 

Name _______________________________________________ TCA #______-_____________ 

Address ______________________________________________ Phone No. _______________ 

City ______________________________________ State ________ Zip Code ______________ 

Email Address ______________________________________________________           (WAY) 

Prototype Artwork Shown 

Final graphics may change 

*If you include an email address for e‐delivery of METCA Newsletter, dues are $5 per year. 

*Without an email address, please include a total of $15 per year for printed and mailed paper copy. 

mailto:DivisionCar@METCA.org
http://www.metca.org/
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ALL ABOARD for the METCA Annual Banquet 

November 2
nd

, 2013, 5pm– 10pm at the NJ Hi-Railers 
Home of the largest 3-Rail layout in the USA and the Tom Snyder Standard Gauge layout and collection 

 

Once again Ben and Larry collaborate to bring you an evening of fun, food, friends, 
and prizes to celebrate the Metropolitan Division of the Train Collectors Association. 

 
Enjoy the fabulous NJ Hi Railers delicious hot buffet banquet, beverages included. All 
have a chance to WIN one of our Lionel prize Cars. Participate in our Supreme Raffle 

& Chinese Auction (FREE tickets included; additional tickets available). 
Bring your trains to run on the HUGE layout. Contact Ben to reserve a run time slot. 

 
Only $20 per person, TCA members and immediate family only (children under 16 

years old are free). Seating is limited to the first 100 people to respond. 
 

Please RSVP to: Larry Laskowski, 631-368-4792, laskowsl@optonline.net 
Or: Ben Fioriello, 646-335-6444, bluelinec4@yahoo.com 

 
Directions to NJ Hi-Railers www.njhirailers.com  

185 6th Ave., Paterson, NJ 07524 
(Evening of event only 973-925-2390) 
From Points South 
1- Take the Garden State Pkwy to exit 156. Merge onto route 20 North. 
Continue at [Common] 
2- Take the NJ Tpke to exit 16W route 3 West. Take route 3 about 2 
miles and take Route 21 North. 
Route 21 North becomes Route 20. Continue at [Common] 
From Points North 
Take the Garden State Pkwy south and exit at Route 80 West. Exit 
Route 80 at Exit 60 onto Route 20 North. Continue at [Common] 
From Point West 
Take Route 80 East to Exit 60 Route 20 North. Continue at [Common] 
From Points East 
Take the George Washington Bridge. Merge onto Route 80 West. Exit 
at Exit 60 which is Route 20 North. Continue at [Common] 
[Common] - Stay on rte 20 and left exit at 5th avenue. Make a left on 
fifth. Go over the railroad tracks and make the first left onto River Street. 
Make a right on 6th avenue and we are in the big tan building 

mailto:laskowsl@optonline.net
mailto:blueline4@yahoo.com
http://www.njhirailers.com/
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METCA Train Show 

Saturday Nov. 16, 2013 
St. Helen’s Church Hall  

8309 157
th

 Avenue Howard Beach, NY  11414-2625  
 

FREE admission for TCA members with a valid METCA membership card!!!!! 

METCA/TCA members admitted at 8 AM ~ General Public at 9AM – 2PM 
All table holders must be TCA members, no exceptions. Pre-registration (non-refundable fee) received 10 days prior to the 

show with S.S.A.E. will be mailed out; all other tags will be available the day of the show. Reserved tables held until 9AM.  

Table holders admitted at 6:00 AM for set-up.  
 

Locomotive Drag Races are for kids 5 – 15 years old   

 FREE SIGNUP!  Bring your favorite engine or use ours! 

Operating Layouts      

DIRECTIONS: East Bound Belt Parkway Exit 17 - Take exit 17 toward Cross Bay Blvd/Woodhaven/Rockaways. Turn right at Cross Bay Blvd -

proceed 2 blocks to 157 Av. Make right on to 157 Av. Proceed to 83-09 157 Av. Hall is on corner of 157th and 84th St. Westbound BP use 17S, 

Rockaways follow Cross Bay Blvd S. as above. 
 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 Please reserve ______ 8’ table’s at the November 16th  Show @ $25.00 ea (admission included).     $______ 

 YES! I want to GET A 4
th
 8’ Table for FREE!        

 YES! I want to Renew My METCA Dues  [New Applicants ask for Application]   

* The METCA Newsletter, the Waybill is sent 4 times a year via email. Your email address will be safeguarded by METCA 

 and never shared or sold. If you require a paper copy of the Waybill, there is an additional charge of $10 per year. Waybills are not available for 

pickup. EMAIL ADDRESS for waybill___________________________________________________ 
Dues enclosed : 1 Year ($5) ____ , 5 Years ($25)____ :         $______ 

Waybill: Email ___, (FREE, MUST PROVIDE EMAIL ADDRESS) Paper 1 Year ($10)____, 5 Years ($50)____  $______

 Make Checks payable to METCA 
    

Name: ________________________________________________Phone(________)____________________ 

 

Address:_______________________________City____________________State________Zip_________ 

 

Email Address____________________________________________________TCA#___________________  

Complete this TABLE  REGISTRATION coupon and return with check and L.S.S.A.E. to: 
METCA Show, (c/o Bob Amling 2023 Coyle Street, Brooklyn, NY 11229-4013 nyshows@metca.org 718-541-8619)   

 

 
  Standards Statement: I agree to comply with all of the rules and regulations of the Train Collector’s Association (TCA) and its Divisions and Chapters 

in effect from time to time, specifically including all the rules and regulations of all TCA committees and any actions and rulings of all TCA Committees. 

I also agree that all items sold by me to any TCA member or at any TCA sponsored meet shall be sold on the basis that I represent all such items are 

authentic and in the manufacturer’s original condition unless I have caused item to be appropriately marked as a restoration or reproduction. 

 

 

 

 

 Get all the latest METCA info by visiting the website www.metca.org and Sign Up for http://groups.yahoo.com/group/METCA/messages and/or  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/METCA/128942873789498 for any METCA Event Alerts 

Check out the 2015 TCA Convention http://www.metca.org/2015convention.html 
 

Prizes! 

mailto:nyshows@metca.org
http://www.metca.org/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/METCA/messages
https://www.facebook.com/pages/METCA/128942873789498
http://www.metca.org/2015convention.html

